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STATE  OF  MARYLAND. 


Bureau  of  Industrial  Statistics, 

408  Merchants'  National  Bank  Building. 

Baltimore,  March  1,  1900. 
To  His  Excellency, 

Jno.   Walter  Smith,  Governor  of  Maryland: 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the 

Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Industrial  Statistics  of 

Maryland. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

JEFFERSON  D.  WADE, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 


PRKKATORY. 


In  this  report  is  completed  the  Hst  of  incorporations  in  the 
State  of  Maryland.  Those  for  the  City  of  Baltimore  are  given. 
All  the  corporations  in  the  twenty-three  counties  of  the  State  are 
to  be  found  in  the  report  of  this  Bureau  for  1898.  They  numbered 
887  in  that  year,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $134,163,735.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  aggregate  capital  stock  in  the  counties  is  greatly 
exceeded  by  that  of  the  3,616  incorporations  in  Baltimore  City, 
which  is  $795,189,200.  The  list  of  county  incorporations  pre- 
sented the  full  title,  the  location,  the  date  of  incorporation  and 
the  capital  stock  of  each  one  appearing  upon  the  records.  The 
city  list  covering  the  years  from  1870  to  1899  inclusive  em- 
braces the  title,  the  date  of  incorporation  and  the  capital  stock. 
When  the  report  for  1898  was  issued  this  feature  of  the 
work  of  the  Bureau  met  with  commendation,  demand,  and 
the  original  intention  of  following  up  the  conty  incorporations 
with  those  of  the  city  has  now  been  carried  out.  The  Bureau 
has  thus  presented  an  accurate,  and  it  is  believed,  what  will 
prove  to  l)e  an  instructive  and  valuable  compilation  of  Mary- 
land incorporations. 

While  it  is  true  that  some  of  these  charters  have  never  been 
availed  of,  the  great  worth  of  others,  in  a  financial  and  in- 
dustrial sense,  to  the  City  and  State,  is  not  represented  by  the 
actual  amount  of  capital  stock.  The  incorporations  are  arranged 
alphabetically  and  the  summary  shows  the  number  and  the  com- 
bined capital  stock  under  each  head.  "Building  Associations" 
furnish  the  greatest  number  of  incorporations,  734,  with  a  capi- 
tal stock  of  $202,533,000.  In  addition  to  these  are  126  "Building 
and  Loan  Associations,"  with  $97,412,500  capital  stock;  118 
"Building  and  Savings  Associations,"  $35,033,000  capital  stock; 
3  "Building  Loan  and  Investment  Companies  "$20,100,000;  Qi 
"Loan  and  Savings  Associations,"  $55,360,000;  24  "Loan  Sav- 
ings and  Building  Associations,"  $12,405,000.  Many  interesting 
facts  are  presented  in  the  summary. 

With  the  entrance  upon  their  duties  in  May  of  the  new 
State  ofificials  appointed  by  the  present  administration. 
Thomas  A.  Smith,  of  Caroline  Countv.  will  become  the  Chief  of 
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t4iis   Bureau,  which,  since  its  inception,  has  had  the  following 
heads : 

Thomas  Curme  Weeks,  of  Baltimore  City,  1884- 1892. 

Allen  Bowie  Howard,  of  Baltimore  City,  1892- 1896. 

Charles  H.  Myers,  of  Baltimore  City,  1896-1898. 

Jefferson  D.  Wade,  of  Baltimore  City,  1898-1900. 

Thomas  A.  Smith,  of  Caroline  County,  1900- 

The  Bureau  was  established  at  the  demand  of  organized 
labor  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  under  Mr.  Weeks,  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  labor  organizations,  was  known  as  the  Bureau 
of  Industrial  Statistics  and  Information.  The  General  Assembly 
of  1892  changed  the  name  to  the  Bureau  of  Industrial  Statistics 
and  enlarged  its  scope.  Until  1892,  reports  were  issued  bi-enni- 
ally,  but  the  Act  of  that  year  authorized  annual  reports. 

The  past  year  was  prolific  of  strikes  in  Baltimore  City,  and 
these  are  considered  in  the  first  section  of  the  report.  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  they  resulted  in  no  long-continued  trouble  between 
employers  and  employes  and  that  labor  conditions  in  the  City 
show  marked  improvement. 

The  local  agent  at  Baltimore  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Seamen's 
Union,  has  furnished  the  Bureau  with  a  review  of  his  work  since 
the  establishment  of  a  branch  office  of  the  Union  at  this  port, 
covering  only  th-e  past  year.  The  great  value  of  the  merchant 
marine  to  Baltimore  and,  nece.'^sarily  to  the  whole  State,  would 
seem  to  urge  upon  the  General  Assembly  consideration  of  the 
interests  of  seamen.  The  article  forcibly  points  out  the  import- 
ance of  this  subject. 

Some  points  of  interest  as  to  the  "Sweat-Shops"  system  in 
Baltimore,  and  various  notes  relating  to  labor  are  also  included 
in  the  report. 

JEFFERSON  D.  WADE. 


STRIKES  IN   1899. 


During  the  year  1899  numerous  strikes  occurred  in  Baltimore 
city.  It  is  estimated  that  in  all  upwards  of  two  thousand  work- 
men were  thrown  out  of  employment  for  periods  ranging  from 
one  day  to  several  months,  and  the  loss  in  wages  was  heavy.  The 
■chief  strike  was  that  in  the  city  shipyards,  afifecting,  altogether, 
about  eight  hundred  men.  This  strike  was  for  a  nine-hour  day, 
and  was  finally  won  by  the  strikers.  The  outcome  of  this  strike 
afforded  great  encouragement  to  the  workmen.  All  the  city  ship- 
yards granted  the  demand,  but  owing  to  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances obtaining  at  the  plant  of  the  Maryland  Steel  Company, 
the  strike  there  was  not  a  success.  A  strike  at  the  shops  of  the 
Detrick  &  Harvey  Machine  Company  was  lost,  the  demand  made 
in  this  instance  being  for  a  nine-hour  day,  also.  The  Baltimore 
ship-caulkers  asked  for  an  increase  in  wages,  but  no  strike  was 
ordered.  Enamelers  at  the  factory  of  Matthai,  Ingram  &  Com- 
pany went  on  a  strike  for  increased  pay,  but  failed  to  secure  it.  A 
pay  grievance  also  led  to  a  strike  at  the  McShane  foundry,  and  in 
this  case  the  strikers,  who  were  unorganized,  also  failed.  Eight 
hundred  brew  workers,  drivers,  bottlers,  etc..  and  other  employes 
of  the  Baltimore  Brewing  Company  went  on  strike  August  3rd, 
for  a  nine-hour  day.  and  a  lengthy  struggle  was  threatened.  How- 
ever, the  strikers  and  managers  of  the  consolidated  breweries 
amicably  settled  their  differences,  a  satisfactory  agreement  being 
reached  the  same  day  of  the  strike,  and  all  the  men  returned  to 
work  on  the  following  day.  There  were  smaller  strikes,  some  cf 
which  lasted  a  considerable  time,  and  grievances  are  still  in  abey- 
ance. Upon  the  whole,  however,  the  relations  between  employers 
and  employees  in  Baltimore,  are  now  generally  pleasant  and  har- 
monious, although,  as  is  inevitable,  there  are  disputes,  open  or  in- 
cipient, Avhich  are  a  source  of  irritation.  These,  fortunately,  ara 
almost  entirely  local  and  affect  but  a  small  proportion  of  the 
workingmen  of  the  city. 

STRIKE  IX  THE  SHIPYARDS. 
Boiler-makers  and  iron-platers,  to  the  estimated  number  of  600. 
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demanding  a  nine-hour  day,  did  not  go  to  work  on  June  ist,  in 
the  Baltimore  shipyards.  All  the  shipyards  in  the  city  were,*prac- 
tically,  tied  up  in  consequence.  At  the  yards  of  the  Columbian 
Iron  Works  and  Dry  Dock  Company,  four  hundred  men  were 
out;  also  one  hundred  employed  by  the  R.  M.  Spedden  Com- 
pany, eighty  employed  by  Charles  Reeder  &  Scfns,  eighty  em- 
ployed by  E.  J.  Codd  &  Company,  and  a  lesser  number  employed 
by  the  James  Clark  Company. 

The  men  had  the  matter  of  striking  under  consideration  for  a 
long  time,  and  the  strike  had  been  decided  upon  four  weeks  be- 
fore. They  notified  the  shipbuilders  on  May  ist  that  unless  the 
number  of  working  hours  was  reduced  from  ten  to  nine,  a  strike 
would  take  effect  June  ist.  A  committee,  which  was  sent  to  in- 
terview the  shipbuilders  in  the  middle  of  May,  and  to  renew  the 
demand,  claimed  to  have  received  no  satisfaction. 

In  one  or  two  cases  the  employers  manifested  a  willingness  tO' 
concede  the  demands  of  the  men  if  all  the  yards  would  come  intO' 
an  agreement  to  that  effect.  The  strike  leaders  in  the  beginning 
advocated  orderly  conduct  on  the  part  of  their  followers,  and 
avowed  themselves  in  favor  of  conducting  the  strike  in  a  peace- 
able manner.  The  strikers  had  set  aside,  in  their  treasury,  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money,  in  expectation  of  a  refusal  of  their  de- 
mand by  the  employers,  and  the  great  rush  of  work  in  shi'p- 
yards  all  over  the  country  at  that  time  encouraged  the  men  to 
stand  firm,  as  they  were  reasonably  certain  of  not  being  out  of 
Avork  long,  in  the  event  of  losing  the  strike. 

One  reason  they  advanced,  in  support  of  the  justice  of  their 
demand,  was  that  few  trades  were  compelled  to  work  longer  than 
nine  hours  a  day,  and  some  of  the  shipbuilding  trades  had  a  nine- 
hour  day.  The  position  taken  by  the  employers  was  that  they 
would  lose  largely  by  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  working 
hours,  as  contracts  had  been  made  on  the  basis  of  the  ten-hour 
day.  A  nine-hour  day  would  be  equivalent,  they  said,  to  an  in- 
crease of  ten  per  cent,  in  wages,  and  this  increase  would  bear 
heavily  against  the  yards  which  had  figured  on  contracts  under 
the  old  system.  The  president  of  one  large  shipbuilding  concern 
said  that  his  firm  intended  to  increase  the  wages  of  the  men,  if  cer- 
tain contracts  then  pending  were  secured,  but  that  the  action  of 
the  men  would  prevent  the  firm  from  making  any  further  efforts 
to  secure  the  contracts. 
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Captain  R.  M.  Spedden,  of  the  R.  M.  Spedden  Company,  told 
his  employees  on  the  day  of  the  strike  that  their  demand  would 
have  been  granted  without  a  resort  to  that  measure,  and  asked 
the  strikers'  committee,  which  waited  upon  him,  to  send  the  men 
back  to  work  the  next  day,  and  under  the  nine-hour  system. 

On  June  2  representatives  from  the  shipyards  of  the  Columbian 
Iron  Works,  the  James  Clark  Company,  Charles  Reeder  &  Sons.. 
E.  J.  Codd  and  Company  and  Thomas  C.  Basshor  &  Co.,  held  a 
conference,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  not  to  comply  with  the 
demand  of  the  strikers.  'It  was  said  at  this  conference  that  had 
the  companies  been  given  sixty  days'  notice,  they  might  have  so 
arranged  their  affairs  as  to  have  given  the  nine-hour  day,  but  that 
under  the  existing  circumstances,  it  could  not  be  granted  without 
loss  to  the  employers.  It  was  announced  that  the  men  would  be 
given  a  short  time  in  which  to  return  to  work,  and  failing  in  this, 
their  places  would  be  supplied. 

The  one  hundred  employes  of  the  R.  M.  Spedden  Company  re- 
turned to  work  on  June  2nd,  and  the  nine-hour  day  was  alsq 
granted  eighty  employes  at  the  Campbell-Zell  works  without  a 
strike  becoming  necessary  there.  The  strikers  did  not  go  to  the 
yards  where  their  demands  had  been  refused.  A  meeting  was 
held  on  the  night  of  June  2nd,  at  Park  avenue  and  Fayette  street, 
and  it  was  stated  that  thirty-five  boiler-makers  had  quit  work  .it 
the  Reeder  shops.  A  speech  was  made  by  Mr.  J.  Benjamin 
Armsworthy,  president  of  Oriole  Lodge,  No.  193,  Boiler-makers 
and  Iron-platers  of  America,  in  which  he  said  that  some  shipyards 
were  willing  to  give  an  increase  in  wages,  but  that  the  object  of 
the  strike  was  the  securing  of  a  nine-hour  day.  One  interesting 
statement  made  at  the  meeting  was  that  in  Baltimore  the  lowest 
wages  were  paid,  and  the  men  compelled  to  work  more  hours 
than  in  Chicago,  Boston,  Brooklyn,  New  York  and  other  cities, 
A  committee,  which  had  waited  on  Mr.  E.  J.  Codd,  reported  that 
he  had  acknowledged  that  they  were  right  in  asking  for  a  shorter 
workday.  The  James  Clark  Company  was  reported  to  have 
agreed  to  the  strikers'  proposition,  in  the  event  that  other  firms 
did  the  same. 

On  the  following  day  a  number  of  machinists  and  blacksmiths 
in  the  yards  of  the  Clark  Company  and  the  Reeders',  came  out 
and  another  meeting  of  the  strikers  was  held,  at  which  encourag- 
ing reports  were  received.     Nine  pattern-makers  quit  work  at 
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the  Columbian  Iron  Works,  and  the  Baltimore  Association  vote^f 
$200  in  aid  of  the  Boston  pattern-makers,  who  had  struck  for 
nine  hours. 

On  June  5th,  the  strikers  began  to  reap  the  results  of  their 
determined  stand.  Mr.  Codd  called  a  meeting  of  the  ship-build- 
ers and  boiler  machine  makers,  and  informed  them  that  his  com- 
pany would  accede  to  the  demand,  and  grant  a  nine-hour  day., 
because  it  was  so  pressed  with  work  that  it  had  to  have  the  men 
back.  The  new  rule  went  into  efifect  at  the  Codd  yards  the  follow- 
ing day,  and  applied  to  all  the  workman  employed  by  the  com- 
pany. The  Campbell-Zell  Co.  followed  up  its  action  in  giving  the 
boiler-makers  and  iron-platers  a  nine-hour  day,  by  extending  the 
system  to  the  machinists  and  blacksmiths.  The  Columbian  Iron 
Works,  the  James  Clark  Company  and  the  Reeders',  however, 
remained  firm,  and  fifty  machinists  quit  work  at  the  Columbian 
Iron  Works.  At  a  meeting  of  the  strikers  on  the  night  of  June 
6th,  some  of  the  men  applied  for  their  traveling  cards,  with  the 
intention  of  going  to  Boston,  where  the  nine-hour  day  was  in 
force,  and  where  from  25  to  50  cents  more  per  day  was  paid  in 
wages.  Over  fifty  new  members  were  initiated  into  the  Boiler- 
makers and  Iron  Ship-builders'  Union,  and  a  large  number  of  ap- 
plications for  membership  were  received.  Forty  strikers  left  the 
city  the  following  day  for  Boston.  The  strike  continued  into  July, 
and  by  the  eleventh  of  that  month  it  was  practically  over.  The 
Clark  Company  and  the  Reeders'  consented  to  accede  to  the  de- 
mand, and  the  Columbian  Iron  Works  later  yielded  to  the 
strikers. 

STRIKE  AT  STEELTON. 

The  mammoth  plant  of  the  Maryland  Steel  Company  is  <it 
Steelton  (Sparrow's  Point),  in  Baltimore  county,  a  few  miles 
irom  the  city.  Many  of  its  employees  live  in  Baltimore.  On 
March  2nd,  the  company  announced  that  the  pay  of  all  its  em- 
ployees would  be  increased  ten  per  cent.  April  ist,  thus  restoring 
all  wages  up  to  the  level  that  obtained  in  March,  1897,  when  re- 
duction was  made,  owing  to  the  business  depression.  Increases 
in  the  working  forces  were  made  during  the  first  half  of  the  year, 
the  company  having  many  large  contracts  on  hand.  A  meeting 
of  the  Sparrow's  Point  workmen  was  held,  on  June  14th,  and  the 
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advisability  of  making  a  demand  on  the  company  for  a  nine-hour 
day  was  discussed,  the  demand  carrying  with  it  the  retention  of 
the  existing  scale  and  an  eight-hour  day  on  Saturday. 

The  meeting  was  not  largely  attended,  and  it  was  decided  not 
to  make  any  demands  on  the  employers  at  that  time.  Hearing  of 
the  movement  the  superintendent  called  the  men  together  and  told 
them  that  the  company  did  very  little  repair  work,  and  was  not  in 
competition  with  the  Baltimore  shipyards,  but  with  such  big  ship- 
building concerns  as  the  Cramps,  the  Harlan  and  HoUingsworth 
Company,  and  the  Bath  Iron  Works ;  and  if  the  company  did  not 
meet  the  competition  of  these  concerns,  it  would  have  to  send  its- 
men  to  seek  employment  elsewhere. 

A  few  days  afterward  another  meeting  of  workmen  in  the 
marine  department  was  held,  and  on  June  19th,  the  superintend- 
ent of  that  department  was  notified  that  all  the  machinists  and 
other  employees  wanted  a  nine-hour  day.  The  meeting  at  which 
this  decision  was  reached  was  held  at  Highlandtown  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed  to  notify  the  superintendent.  A  system  of 
weekly  payments  was  also  demanded,  and  the  superintendent  was 
given  seven  days  in  which  to  consider  the  demands,  a  strike  being 
the  alternative  in  case  of  refusal.  At  the  meeting,  Mr.  James  B. 
Armsworthy,  president  of  Oriole  Lodge.  Boilermakers  and  Iron 
Ship-builders  of  America,  made  an  address.  The  committee 
waited  upon  the  superintendent  on  June  19th. 

The  latter  did  not  give  a  specific  answer  at  the  time,  but  it  be- 
came known  that  the  company  would  inaugurate  a  system  of 
weekly  payments,  that  having  been  practically  determined  prior 
to  the  formulation  of  the  workmen's  demand.  The  superintend- 
ent said,  in  a  newspaper  interview,  that  if  a  strike  should  be  or- 
dered, most  of  the  800  employees  of  the  yard  would  remain  at 
work,  as  there  were  "only  about  300  hotheads  among  them  who 
would  consent  to  go  so  far  as  striking."  A  few  days  later,  the 
company  returned  an  answer  to  the  committee  that  its  request 
for  a  nine-hour  day  could  not  be  granted,  although  a  weekly  pay 
day  would  be  put  into  effect  in  the  following  month  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  yard. 

A  hundred  workmen  attended  a  meeting  at  Highlandtown.  on 
June  25th,  and  the  answer  of  the  company  was  laid  before  them. 
The  matter  was  discussed,  but  no  strike  was  ordered.    When  the 
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question  was  put  to  a  vote  23  of  those  present  favored  a  strike. 
The  putting-  of  the  negative  was  received  in  silence,  and  the  presi- 
dent of  the  meeting  left.    President  Armsworthy  of  Oriole  Lodge, 
urged  the  men  to  strike,  but  without  effect.     The  following  day, 
however,  a  number  of  men,  estimated  at  150  by  the  company, 
•juit  work.     The  strikers  claimed  that  eighteen  gangs  of  riveters, 
including  54  men  and  36  boys,  14  coppersmiths,  4  fitters-up,  14 
boiler-makers  and  a  num])er  of  laborers  went  out.    They  also  al- 
leged that  150  men  asked  for  their  time,  and  they  received  with 
their  tickets,  the  information  that  the  company  had  no  further  use 
ior  them.    Some  of  the  strikers,  the  company  claimed,  returned  to 
work  the  next  day,  and  it  was  announced  that  all  the  strikers 
would  be  given  a  little  time  in  which  to  return  to  work,  but  that 
"in  a  few  days  their  places  would  be  filled.     The  federation  of 
Labor  discussed  the  strike,  and  the  company's  officials  asserted 
•m  June  28th,  that  nearly  all  of  the  men  had  returned  to  work. 
Several  delegates  from  the  Federation  visited  Sparrow's  Point, 
and  they  reported  that  the  number  of  strikers  had  been  larger 
than  the  company  admitted,  Init  that  they  were  very  much  in  need 
of  organization  ;  that  unless  a  strong  organization  was  formed 
among  them,  the  strike  would  not  be  a  success,  which,  eventually, 
proved  to  be  the  case,  the  men  gradually  going  back  to  work  un- 
der the  old  conditions,  with  the  exception  of  those  who  sought 
employment  elsewhere. 

BREW-WORKERS  AND  BOTTLERS'  STRIKE. 


In  April,  the  National  Brewworkers'  LTnion  instituted  an  inves- 
tigation into  the  condition  of  its  members  in  Baltimore.  Na- 
tional Secretary  Charles  G.  Bechtold,  of  St.  Louis,  came  to  Balti- 
more at  that  time,  and  after  looking  over  the  field,  instructed  the 
tmion  here  to  demand  a  shorter  workday.  From  time  to  time, 
Mr.  Bechtold  returned  to  Baltimore,  and  finally  informed  the 
members  of  the  union  that  they  might  be  ordered  out  on  a  strike 
at  any  day.  The  demand  of  the  brew-workers  was  for  a  uniform 
workday  of  nine  hours. 

Engineers  at  the  various  breweries,  it  was  claimed,  were  re- 
quired to  work  from  16  to  18  hours  a  day  in  busy  seasons  ;  drivers 
worked  about  the  same  number  of  hours,  while  the  brew-workers 
v;ere  at  labor  twelve  or  fourteen  hours  a  day.    The  bottlers  also 
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joined  in  the  demand  for  shorter  hours,  and,  in  adcUtion,  asked  an 
increase  in  their  pay  of  one  dollar  a  week.  Two  or  three  confer- 
ences were  held  between  the  brewers  and  the  employers  during 
July,  and  it  was  thought  the  differences  could  be  adjusted  without 
resort  to  a  strike. 

On  August  3rd,  nearly  all  the  employees  in  the  Baltimore  brew- 
eries (|uit  work,  a  strike  having  been  ordered  from  the  national 
headquarters  of  the  union.  Eight  hundred  men  in  all,  it  is  esti- 
mated, joined  in  the  strike,  which  was  directed  particularly 
against  the  Maryland  Brewing  Company.  This  concern  was  or- 
ganized over  a  year  ago,  sixteen  out  of  the  twenty  Baltimore 
'breweries  consolidating,  namely,  those  of  George  Gunther.. 
George  Bauernschmidt  Brewing  Company ;  Wehr-Hobelmann 
and  Gottlieb  Company;  \"on  der  Horst  Brewing  Company;  Na- 
tional Brewing  Company ;  Darley  Park  Brewery ;  Bay  View 
I>rewery;  Mount  Brewery;  George  Brehm  ;  Germania  Brewing 
Company ;  Oriental  Brewing  Company  ;  John  F.  Wiessner  and 
Jirother,  John  B.  Berger ;  S.  Hellsdorfer's  Sons  ;  Baltimore  Brew- 
ing Company  and  Eigenbrot  Brewing  Company.  The  capitaliza- 
tion of  the  company  v/as  $14,000,000,  and  the  Maryland  made 
600,000  barrels  of  beer  of  the  675,000  annually  put  out  in  Balti- 
more city  and  Baltimore  county. 

The  outside  breweries  were  the  Lion,  the  Standard,  the  Beck 
and  the  Spring  Garden.  The  employees  of  these  were  ordered  out 
on  August  4th.  The  strike  occasioned  considerable  commotion 
among  saloon  keepers,  who  expected  a  "beer  famine"  and  hastily 
made  arrangements  for  shipments  from  other  cities.  The  brew- 
^ers  announced  that  they  had  plenty  of  beer  on  hand,  but  that  some 
saloons  would  have  to  send  to  the  breweries  for  it. 

Six  hundred  strikers  held  a  meeting  at  Manhattan  Hall,  on 
East  Baltimore  street,  on  the  afternoon  of  August  3rd.  Morning 
deliveries  had  been  made  from  the  breweries  as  usual,  but  upon 
returning  to  the  stables,  the  drivers  stopped  work,  and  were 
joined  by  the  other  employees.  The  brewery  managers  said  that 
not  over  one  hundred  and  sixty  brew-workers  had  struck,  togeth- 
er with  half  of  the  two  hundred  drivers,  and  the  majority  of  the 
men  out  were  bottlers  and  employes  in  the  bottling  departments. 
Gunther's  Brewery  and  the  Baltimore  Brewing  Company  re- 
ported all  employees  out,  while  the  Von  der  Horst,  Brehm  and 
Bay  \^iew  establishments  claimed  that  their  men  were  ready  for 
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work.  In  the  other  breweries  the  number  out  ranged,  generallv, 
over  one-half  tlie  tcjtal  number  of  employees.  At  the  Manhattan 
Hall  meeting-  a  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  man- 
agers. 

The  members  of  this  committee  were  James  H.  Sullivan,  on 
behalf  of  the  engineers  and  drivers ;  Emil  Kocnig,  on  behalf  of 
the  brew-workers,  and  Frederick  Boshman,  for  the  bottlers.  They 
were  met  at  the  Brewers'  Exchange,  Park  avenue  and  Fayette 
street,  by  John  Bauernschmidt,  president  of  the  Maryland  Brew- 
ing Company ;  George  Gunther,  Frederick  H.  Gottlieb,  Alexan- 
der Strauss,  John  B.  Berger,  R.  H.  Borman  and  H.  Loudeman. 
managers.  There  were  also  present  the  attorney  of  the  Marylan-T 
Brewing  Company  and  President  Hirsch,  of  the  Federation  of 
Labor.  After  discussing  the  situation,  an  agreement  was  reached, 
as  follows : 

That  engineers  should  be  on  duty  twelve  hours ;  that  the  work- 
day for  brew-workers  should  be  nine  hours  from  October  to 
March  and  ten  hours  the  remainder  of  the  year,  or  the  summer 
season.  The  difificulty  with  the  bottlers  was  left  to  l)e  adjusted 
with  the  Bottlers'  Exchange.  Drivers  were  to  work  as  before 
during  the  busy  period  of  the  year. 

The  wage  scale  agreed  upon  gave  the  brew-workers  at  kettles. 
$15.00  a  week  ;  in  the  fermenting  rooms  and  storage  and  packing 
cellars,  $15.00;  in  the  wash-houses,  $13.00;  apprentices,  $9.00; 
regular  drivers,  $15.00;  extra  drivers,  $12.00;  engineers  not  less 
than  $18.00;  oilers  and  helpers,  $2.00  a  day.  The  scale  was  the 
same  that  had  been  in  force,  but  a  concession  was  made  by  the 
brewers  agreeing  to  give  double  pay  for  work  on  Sunday.  The 
agreement  was  inunediately  taken  to  Manhattan  Hall,  where  the 
strikers  had  remained,  and  was  ratified  by  a  vote  of  the  union,  the 
strike  declared  oft  and  the  men  ordered  to  return  to  work  on  the 
following  morning. 

It  was  decided  in  the  conference  that  all  the  strikers  would  be 
received  back  in  the  breweries,  with  but  a  single  exception.  The 
managers  stated  that  the  foreman  of  one  stable  had  sent  his  merr 
away  at  noon  and  had  followed  them,  without  feeding  the  forty 
horses  in  the  stable.  This  act  was  denounced  by  the  strikers,, 
who  readily  acquiesced  in  the  wish  of  the  managers  to  discharg-e 
the  foreman. 

The  agreement  reached  was  an  amicable  one,  and  both  employ- 
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ers  and  employees  professed  themselves  satisfied  with  it,  the 
strikers  claiming  a  distinct  gain  in  the  shorter  workday.  Had 
the  strike  continued,  fifteen  hundred  men,  it  is  said,  would  have 
been  out  of  work,  this  number  including  the  employees  in  the 
bottling  departments  of  out-of-town  breweries.  For  the  lost  day 
the  strikers  were  paid  by  the  National  Brew-workers'  Union.  The 
four  outside  breweries  signed  the  agreement  made  by  the  Mary- 
land Consolidation  with  the  strikers. 

All  the  strikers  returned  to  work  on  the  morning  of  August 
4th,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  bottlers,  who  claimed  to  have 
been  kept  out  of  the  Bauernschmidt  Brewery.  The  brewery 
people,  however,  asserted  that  all  their  employees  were  at  work 
except  four  bottlers,  who  had  refused  to  go  back,  on  the  ground 
that  their  demands  had  not  been  considered.  The  agreement 
reached  at  the  conference  between  the  strikers  and  the  managers 
left  the  bottlers'  grievances  open  for  future  settlement,  the  em- 
ployers claiming  that  the  demand  for  a  shorter  workday  and  a  dol- 
lar more  a  week  was  unreasonable.  A  meeting  of  the  bottlers  was 
held  on  the  night  of  August  4th,  and  it  was  decided  to  take  no 
action  until  the  Bottlers'  Exchange  met.  when  a  contract  was  pre- 
sented by  the  union,  to  which  the  Exchange  did  not  assent. 

The  magnitude  of  the  beer  trade  in  Baltimore  made  the  strike 
a  notable  one.  The  consumption  of  beer  in  the  city  and  State  is 
estimated  at  five  hundred  thousand  barrels  annually,  and  the 
Maryland  breweries  make  large  shipments  to  Southern  Pennsyl- 
vania and  nearby  Southern  States.  The  beer  consumed  in  Balti- 
more and  manufactured  outside  the  State,  is  estimated  at  one 
hundred  thousand  barrels,  three-fourths  of  the  importation  being 
in  bottles. 

The  bottlers'  grievances  were  finally  dropped.  Their  organiza- 
tion was  a  small  one,  and  composed  principally  of  boys  and  young 
men.  The  employers  asserted  that  the  demand  of  the  bottlers 
for  more  pay  could  not  be  granted  :  that  there  was  very  little 
profit  in  the  bottling  trade  and  that  this  little  would  be  entirely 
wiped  out  under  an  increased  scale. 

EXAMELERS. 

Employees,  numbering  upwards  of  one  hundred,  in  the 
enameling  department  of  Matthai,  Ingram  &  Company's 
factorv,    Light    and   Wells    streets,   went   out   on    strike    about 
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the  middle  of  June.  The  chief  reason,  as  .given  by  the 
strikers,  for  their  course,  was  grievances  against  the  superintend- 
ent of  that  department.  Incidentally,  the  men  demanded  more 
pay.  A  committee  of  the  strikers  went  to  the  firm  and  asked  for 
an  increase  in  wages,  and  to  have  the  superintendent  instructed 
to  "pursue  a  policy  of  non-interference"  in  their  department.  The 
latter  said  that  he  did  not  know  what  specific  complaints  the  men 
could  make.  They  were  paid  for  twelve  hours'  work,  and  his  "in- 
terference" had  been  in  stopping  some  of  the  men,  he  said,  from 
quitting  work  in  less  time.  Forty  girls  employed  in  the  depart- 
ment made  a  demand  that  they  be  given  information  every  night 
as  to  their  earnings.  They  did  not  strike,  but  as  the  enamelers 
had  gone  out,  they  had  no  work  to  do  for  a  day  or  so.  Men  from 
other  departments  of  the  factory  were  placed  in  the  enameling 
rooms. 

The  strikers  formed  Enamel  Workers  Union,  No.  i,  with  J.  C. 
Pearce,  president ;  William  Sturgeon,  vice-president  and  John 
Brady,  secretary.  A  conmiittee  headed  by  Mr.  Brady  was  ap- 
pointed to  deal  wdth  the  employers,  and  this  committee  called  on 
manager  George  Knapp,  of  the  factory,  and  asked  equal  pay  for 
all  the  men  and  a  change  in  the  superintendent  of  the  enameHng 
department.  The  reply  was  that  equal  pay  could  not  be  given, 
for  the  reason  that  some  of  the  men  were  more  skillful  than  others 
and  therefore  able  to  earn  more  money.  In  regard  to  the  com- 
plaint against  the  superintendent,  it  was  explained  that  he  was 
only  holding  the  position  temporarily.  The  strike  ended  the  first 
of  July,  the  men  returning  to  work. 

DETRICK  &  HARVEY  EMPLOYEES. 

The  employees  of  the  Detrick  &  Harvey  Machine  Company, 
Preston  street,  near  Greenmount  avenue,  on  June  25th,  gave  no- 
tice to  the  firm  that  a  strike  would  be  ordered  unless  the  work-day 
was  made  nine  hours  instead  of  ten.  The  firm  immediately  refused 
to  make  the  concession,  and  a  strike  followed.  General  Manager 
Jacob  S.  Detrick  told  a  committee  which  waited  upon  him  that 
no  time  was  needed  by  the  employers  in  order  to  consider  the 
subject,  and  that  under  no  condition  would  the  firm  reduce  the 
hours. 

One  thing  which  placed  the  firm  in  a  position  to  withstand  the 
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demand  was  that  all  contracts  made  by  it  embraced  an  express 
provision  covering'  delay  on  account  of  strikes,  and  for  that  reason 
the  standing-  of  the  company  could  not  be  injured  by  temporarv 
idleness  of  its  plant.  Xew  men  were  at  once  engaged  to  take  the 
place  of  the  strikers,  and  a  few  of  the  strikers  were  prevailed  upon 
to  return  to  work.  On  June  27th.  however,  the  plant  was  almost 
at  a  standstill.  One  hundred  and  seventy  employees  w-ent  out  at 
the  institution  of  the  strike,  and  nearly  all  of  them  remained  out. 
The  strikers  held  meetings  and  announced  that  they  would  stand 
firm  for  a  nine-hour  day. 

On  behalf  of  the  company.  General  Manager  Detrick  said  that 
it  was  an  impossibility  for  the  demand  to  be  granted ;  that  the 
company  was  not  competing  with  Baltimore  manufacturers,  its 
work  being  principally  the  manufacture  of  tools,  and  in  this,  com- 
petition was  solely  wnth  the  Xorth.  Enough  work  was  then  on 
hand  to  keep  the  men  busy  for  six  months,  and  the  company  had 
been  operating  its  plant  twenty-two  hours  a  day  prior  to  the 
strike.  The  day  gang  and  the  night  gang  each  made  sixty  hours 
a  week,  and  the  demand  of  the  men  meant  that  they  w'anted  pay 
for  60  hours,  while  working  but  54,  said  Mr.  Detrick.  He  an- 
nounced that  it  was  proposed  to  allow  the  men  a  reasonable  time 
in  which  to  think  the  matter  over,  and  that  if  they  did  not  return 
to  work,  others  would  be  brought  to  Baltimore  to  take  their 
places.  Some  of  the  strikers  had  been  with  the  company  for 
twenty  years,  and  these,  it  was  said,  should  be  given  the  prefer- 
ence ;  but  if  they  remained  out  until  their  places  were  filled,  no 
future  provision  would  be  made  for  them.  The  company's  con- 
tracts had  been  all  made  on  the  ten-hour  basis. 

On  the  part  of  the  strikers  it  was  decided  to  make  no  demon- 
stration, but  to  allow  matters  to  proceed  quietly,  and  resolution- 
were  adopted  pledging  4:he  strikers  in  case  even  one  man  returned 
to  work  at  the  shops,  not  to  go  back  themselves  under  any  con- 
sideration while  the  deserter  remained  in  the  employ  of  the  com- 
pany. 

Business  in  the  company's  shop?  was  suspended  on  the  27th  of 
June,  and  the  firm  started  to  fill  in  the  time  by  making  repairs  to 
the  buildings  and  machinery,  the  latter  having  shown  the  effect? 
of  the  strain  of  running  twenty-two  hours  a  day.  The  firm,  from 
day  to  dav,  reiterated  its  determination  not  to  treat  with  the  men 
as  to  a  nine-hour  system.     In  the  early  days  of  July,  the  firm 
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adopted  the  policy  of  putting  a  few  men  to  work  daily,  and  an- 
nouncing that  the  places  of  the  strikers  would  be  gradually  filled, 
and  after  this  had  been  done,  none  of  the  men  who  were  out  would 
be  re-employed.  The  strikers  asserted  that  enough  competent 
machinists  could  not  be  secured  by  the  company  to  take  their 
places. 

The  shops  were  re-opened  on  July  6th.  When  the  one  hundred 
and  fifty  strikers  went  out,  twenty-five  men  and  boys  refused  to 
join  them.  On  July  13th,  the  strike  was  declared  at  an  end,  after 
having  lasted  three  weeks,  the  strikers,  being  unorganized,  failing 
to  gain  their  point.  A  committee  was  sent  to  the  firm  with  a  re- 
quest that  the  strikers  be  re-employed,  and  this  the  company 
readily  consented  to  do,  explaining  that  they  had  no  ill-will 
against  their  employees,  and  that  the  nine-hour  demand  could  not 
be  considered  because  of  the  close  competition. 

AT  THE  McSHANE  BRASS  FOUNDRY. 

On  June  26th  there  was  a  strike  in  the  molding  department  of 
McShane  &  Company's  brass  foundry,  sixteen  men  quitting  work. 
Their  grievance  was  that  a  change  had  been  made  in  the  system 
of  pay.  They  had  been  getting  one  and  a  half  cents  for  each  mold 
turned  out,  and  the  firm  notified  them  that  their  pay  in  the  future 
would  be  ten  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  work. 

It  was  claim.ed  by  the  firm  that  this  change  meant  increased 
pay,  but  the  men  were  convinced  that  their  pay  would  be  de- 
creased, owing  to  the  deductions  made  from  their  earnings  for 
defects  in  castings.  These  defects  were  alleged  to  be  due  to  the 
quality  of  metal  used,  rather  than  to  workmanship.  The  firm  was 
asked  to  return  to  the  old  method  of  payments,  but  this  request 
was  refused.  The  strikers  numbered  but  a  small  proportion  of 
the  employees,  and  most  of  them  returned  to  work  on  the  follow- 
ing day  and  the  strike  soon  ended.  The  strike  turned  out  to  have 
been  due  to  a  misunderstanding  of  the  position  of  the  firm,  ac- 
cording to  the  superintendent,  who  said  that  the  firm  had  decided 
to  pay  a  ten  per  cent,  increase  on  all  perfect  molds,  thus  raising 
the  price  per  hundred  from  $1.50  to  $1.65,  and  that  the  increase 
was  justified  by  its  insuring  a  greater  number  of  perfect  molds. 

SHOE  CUTTERS.  | 

Shoe  Cutters'  Union,  No.  23,  which  has  about  40  members,  on  i^ 

November  15th,  after  a  notice  of  two  months,  ordered  a  strike 
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for  an  advance  of  ten  per  cent,  in  wag'es  and  the  recognition  of  the 
Union.  The  strike  lasted  for  several  weeks,  the  Clement  and 
Ball  Shoe  Company  being  the  principal  employers  against  whom 
it  was  directed.  Eight  of  the  strikers  were  benefited,  the  firm 
named  acceding  to  the  demands.  Eventually,  twenty-four  of  the 
strikers  returned  to  work  at  the  old  scale. 

IRON  MOULDERS. 

A  strike  occurred  early  in  July  in  the  stove  works  of  A.  Weis- 
kittel  &  Sons,  Aliceanna  and  Washington  streets,  because  of  the 
employment  of  a  non-union  moulder.  Thirty  iron  moulders  went 
out.  EfYorts  which  were  made  immediately  to  reach  an  agree- 
ment were  unsuccessful.  \  ice-president  Joseph  Vincent,  of  the 
Iron  Moulders'  Union,  and  Superintendent  Weiskittel  had  a  con- 
ference on  July  7th.  ^Ir.  Mncent  notified  Mr.  Weiskittel  that  the 
firm  must  not  employ  non-union  men  if  union  men  were  expected 
to  work  in  the  plant,  and  Mr.  Weiskittel  refused  to  bind  himself 
by  such  a  concession.  He  said  he  was  willing  to  take  the  strikers 
back,  but  that  they  must  not  impose  any  conditions.  The  strike 
continued  until  a  few  weeks  ago,  when  it  was  reported  to  the  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  that  a  satisfactory  agreement  with  the  firm  had 
been  arrived  at. 

TAILORS. 

A  reduction  in  the  wage  scale  by  Henry  Sonneborn  &  Com- 
pany, manufacturers  of  clothing,  8-14  South  Eutaw  street,  led  to 
ninety  tailors  going  on  strike  September  30th.  The  tailors  were 
employed  in  four  East  Baltimore  shops  by  contractors,  under 
Sonneborn  &  Company.  It  was  claimed  by  some  of  the  strikers 
that  their  action  was  the  result  of  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  mak- 
ins:  trousers  from  twelve-and-a-half  cents  to  ten  cents.  The  work 
in  hand  consisted  of  trousers  for  the  summer  trade  of  1900,  and 
the  firm,  it  was  asserted,  being  in  no  particular  hurry  for  the 
completion  of  the  contracts,  had  made  the  cut  in  wages.  Henry 
Holofcener.  1006  East  Fayette  street,  one  of  the  contractors,  said 
that  the  strikers  had  been  working  for  less  than  the  scale  brought 
about  by  the  reduction,  for  a  number  of  years  The  old  scale  had 
been  ten  cents  a  pair  for  trousers  for  operators ;  eight  cents  for 
finishers  and  three-and-a-half  cents  for  presscrs.    In  the  fall,  Son- 
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neborn  &  Conipaii)',  having'  an  extensive  stock  of  winter  goods 
to  be  made  up,  advanced  the  scale  two  cents  for  operators  and 
finishers  and  one  cent  to  pressers,  this  being  done  for  the  purpose 
of  having  the  work  finished  quickly  by  expert  tailors.  The  firm, 
when  this  stock  was  made  up,  concluded  that  it  could  not  afiord 
to  continue  the  scale  on  tlie  summer  goods,  which  were  given 
out  to  be  made  up  diu"ing  the  winter  months.  Consequently,  a 
reduction  of  one  cent  each  for  operators  and  finishers  and  one-hait 
cent  for  pressers  was  made,  the  new  scale  still  being  an  advance 
of  the  same  amount  of  the  reduction  over  the  old  one.  Contractor 
Holofcener  claimed  that  tlie  demand  of  the  strikers  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  scale  as  first  increased,  was  unreasonable 
Under  the  final  scale  they  would  be  making  more  money  thai> 
they  had  for  years.  New  workmen  were  secured  to  take  the 
place  of  the  strikers,  and  most  of  the  latter  went  to  other  shops 
where  different  work  was  to  be  had. 

BOYS  GO  ON  A  STRIKE. 

On  September  22nd  sixty-five  boys  employed  in  tl^^e  factory  ot 
the  Crown  Cork  and  Seal  Company,  1511-23  Guilford  avenue, 
struck  for  an  advance  of  fifty  cents  a  week  in  wages.  The  boys 
were  employed  as  helpers  and  operators  of  machines  used  for 
placing  the  corks  in  seals.  Each  machine  requires  an  operator 
and  a  helper  to  run  it.  The  boys  ranged  in  age  from  thirteen  to 
eighteen  years.  The  strike  was  brought  about  by  the  older  boys, 
it  was  claimed,  who  asserted  that  the  employers  demanded  more 
work  of  them  than  had  been  customary.  The  pay  of  the  employees 
was  $3.50  a  week  for  helpers  and  $4  a  week  for  operators.  The 
strike  lasted  a  very  short  while,  the  boys  going  back  to  work. 
The  employers  said  that  the  strike  could  be  but  a  temporary  af- 
fair, inasmuch  as  they  would  have  no  trouble  in  securing  boys  to 
take  the  places  of  those  who  quit. 

During  the  same  week  in  September,  seventy-five  boys  em- 
ployed in  the  glass  factory  of  Swindell  Brothers,  at  the  foot  of 
Russell  street,  were  out  on  strike  for  an  advance  in  wages.  Nearly 
all  of  them,  however,  returned  at  the  old  rate. 

SHIP  CAULKERS. 

A  committee  from  the  ship-caulkers  waited  on  their  employers 
on  June  19,  and  requested  an  increase  in  wages  from  $2.50  to 


BUREAU  INDUSTRIAL  STATISTICS.  15 

$2.75  per  day.  In  Baltimore  there  are  about  150  ship-caulkers, 
and  it  is  seldom  that  all  of  them  are  employed  at  the  same  time. 
With  the  introduction  of  iron  and  steel  hulls  the  caulking  indus- 
try began  to  decay,  and  the  600  caulkers  of  some  years  ago  be- 
came reduced  to  the  present  number.  ]\[ost  of  the  caulkers  of 
years  ago  were  colored  men.  At  a  conference  between  the  com- 
mittee and  the  shipbuilders,  the  question  was  exhaustively  dis- 
cussed, and  the  caulkers  concluded  to  withdraw  their  request.  The 
employers  pointed  out  that  at  the  shipbuilding  centres  outside  of 
Baltimore  caulkers  worked  ten  hours  for  the  same  pay  given  in 
Baltimore  for  nine  hours. 


I 


SEAMEN 


Air.  James  H.  Williams,  local  agent  at  Baltimore  of  the  Atlan- 
tic Coast  Seamen's  Union,  sends  this  Bureau  the  following  report, 
which  will  doubtless  prove  of  great  interest,  inasmuch  as  it  deals 
with  a  subject  of  the  highest  importance  to  Baltimore,  which  port 
stands  far  toward  the  front  in  the  maritime  afifairs  of  the  country, 
and  brings  the  city  and  the  State  into  close  relations  with 
other  cities  and  States  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  sea-coasts  and 
with  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Williams  was  for  four  years  the  local  agent  of  the  Atlantic 
Coast  Seamen's  Union  at  Xew  York  and  while  there,  was  instru- 
mental in  bringing  about  many  reforms  of  benefit  to  seamen,  both 
coastwise  and  foreign.  During  his  recent  work  in  Baltimore,  he 
has  been  able  to  exert  a  far-reaching  influence  upon  the  welfare  of 
seamen.  The  value  of  the  recommendations  that  he  makes  as 
to  the  effect  of  State  legislation  upon  the  interests  of  seamen  is 
attested  by  the  success  of  similar  legislation  in  New  York,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  whatever  abuses  may  exist  in  regard  to  the  seamen 
will  be  taken  cognizance  of  by  the  Maryland  General  Assembly. 

Mr.  Williams  writes : 

As  the  duly  accredited  representative  of  the  organized  seamen 
of  this  State,  I  desire  to  call  your  aftention  to  the  present  deplor- 
able condition  of  our  sailors,  as  well  as  to  certain  abuses  and  viola- 
tions of  the  national  shipping  laws  within  the  State  to  which  these 
unwarranted  conditions  are  mainly  due. 

It  is  my  further  desire  to  impress  upon  the  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland  the  necessity  for  remedial  State  legislation  calculated  to 
ameliorate  these  unjust  conditions  and  protect  our  merchant  sea- 
men from  the  insatiable  imposition  of  those  designing  personages 
who  make  their  life  a  burden  and  their  vocation  a  curse. 

For  ages  past  the  seaman  has  been  the  slave  of  arrogant  com- 
mercialism ;  the  victim  of  brutal  sea-tyrants  and  the  helpless  prey 
of  designing  beach  pirates.  He  has  been  deprived  of  his  liberty  by 
means  of  obsolete  laws,  denied  his  rights  by  stupid  and  prejudiced 
officials,  robbed  of  his  manhood  to  enhance  the  gains  of  merciless 
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shipmongers  and  relieved  of  his  hard  earnings  to  sustain  a  vicious 
and  remorseless  crimping  system. 

The  "crimping  system"  as  it  now  exists  in  the  port  of  Balti- 
more, and  elsewhere  throughout  the  United  States,  is  a  relic  of  a 
dead  and  bygone  age,  when  human  rights  and  personal  liberties 
were  less  sjicred  than  now,  and  when  the  old  time  press  gangs 
were  regarded  as  a  necessary,  if  not  legitimate,  institution  for  the 
procurement  of  seamen.  Time,  progress  and  legislation  have  long 
since  abolished  the  press  gangs,  bu^  in  the  United  States  gener- 
ally and  the  State  of  Maryland  in  particular,  their  practices  still 
exist  and  flourish  in  the  form  of  the  pernicious  crimping  system, 
a  curse  to  our  merchant  marine  and  seamen  and  a  libel  on  our 
proud  claim  of  equal  rights  and  common  protection  to  all. 

Recent  legislation  by  Congress  has  somewhat  ameliorated  the 
working  conditions  of  the  sailor's  life,  but  until  the  crimping  sys- 
tem, in  all  its  ramifications,  has  been  finally  and  totally  abolished 
by  statutory  inhibition,  other  laws  to  protect  seamen  will  be 
largely  nugatory  in  effect.  For,  so  cunning,  unscrupulous  and 
withal,  so  powerful  in  a  political  sense  in  their  respective  localities 
are  the  crimps,  that  the  slightest  loop-hole  in  a  law  through  which 
they  can  intrude  their  iniquitous  methods  speedily  becomes  a 
practical  negation  of  the  whole  body  of  the  enactment. 

In  order  to  convey  a  fair  idea  of  what  the  "crimping  system" 
really  is,  a  brief  description  of  the  crimps,  their  character  and 
methods  may  here  be  deemed  apropos.  The  crimping  system,  us 
now  constituted  in  the  port  of  Baltimore,  which,  by  the  way,  is  a 
fair  sample  of  the  general  s/stem  throughout  the  country,  is  a 
chartered  organization,  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Maryland, 
Ostensibly,  the  purposes  of  this  organization  are  merely  "bene- 
ficial and  social ;"  in  reality,  they  are  to  evade  the  national  laws 
openly  and  violate  them  covertly  in  dealing  with  seamen ;  to  rob 
sailors,  either  by  fraud  or  violence ;  to  monopolize  the  shipping 
of  the  port  by  bribing  shipmasters  and  intimidating  seamen ;  to 
prevent  seamen  from  seeking  or  securing  employment  for  and 
by  themselves  in  order  to  appropriate  their  advance  wages,  and 
to  boycott  either  seamen  or  shipowners  who  refuse  to  concede 
their  authority  or  pay  tribute  to  the  crimps.  In  short,  it  is  a 
"sailor  trust,"  pure  and  simple. 

The  genus  homo  referred  to  as  the  crimp  may  be  classed  under 
two  heads ;  the  shipping  master  and  the  boarding  master,  each  of 
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whom  has  one  or  more  understudies  whose  honorable  appellation 
of  "runners"  suggests  their  exalted  calling  in  life ;  while  the  term 
"Jackal"  applied  to  them  by  sailors  is,  perhaps,  still  more  suggest- 
ive of  their  real  characteristics.  The  duties  of  a  "runner,"  who  is, 
usually,  an  all-around  tough,  consist  in  inducing  seamen,  especi- 
ally the  unsophisticated  class  arriving  in  foreign  vessels,  by  hook 
or  by  crook,  to  desert ;  to  conduct  them  into  the  clutches  of  the 
boarding  master ;  to  assist  in  relieving  their  victims  of  any  loose 
cash  of  which  they  may  be  possessed  ;  to  convoy  them  on  board 
some  outward  bound  vessel  when  their  time  on  shore  expires, 
and  to  do  sundry  other  things,  all  of  which  may  be  lumped  under 
the  head  of  what  sailors  term  "dirty  work ;"  for  all  of  which  pre- 
tended services  Jack  himself  is  graciously  permitted  to  pay  with 
compound  interest  out  of  his  advance  note. 

The  prime  factor  in  this  nefarious  business  of  trading  on  the 
seaman's  necessities  and  misfortunes,  is  the  shipping  master — a 
class  of  parasites  from  which  all  maritime  nations  have  sought 
to  protect  their  seamen.  These  may  be  fitly  described  as  middle- 
men, who,  with  a  view  to  their  own  pecuniary  advancement,  ob- 
struct the  free  intercourse  between  shipmasters  and  seamen  in 
mutually  contracting  for  a  voyage.  Legally,  and  also  in  nautical 
vernacular,  they  are  known  as  "crimps,"  although  they  are  dig- 
nified by  the  appellation  of  shipping  masters  or  agents,  amoi'bg 
themselves.  Their  ostensible  occupation  in  life  is  to  procure  crews 
for  vessels.  This,  in  other  maritime  countries,  is  a  governmental 
function,  the  infringement  of  which  by  outside  parties  is 
considered  a  criminal  ofYence  and  dealt  with  accordingly. 
The  United  States  Congress  has  long  since  declared  "crimping" 
unlawful,  but,  owing  to  the  fact  that  no  Federal  officers  have  been 
appointed  to  perform  the  duties  which  the  "crimps"  appropriate 
to  themselves,  the  laws  have  l^een  allowed  to  become  dead  letters 
and  the  seamen  helpless  chattels.  True  it  is,  that  since  1872. 
United  States  Shipping  Commissioners  have  been  appointed,  i:i 
accordance  with  act  of  Congress,  at  a  score  at  least  of  our  princi- 
pal seaports,  including  Baltimore.  The  purpose  of  the  Act  of 
1872  was  clearly  to  protect  seamen  and  facilitate  commerce. 
From  a  variety  of  causes,  however,  the  original  law  and  the  subse- 
quent amendments  thereto,  have  fallen  far  short,  in  practical  re- 
sults, of  the  expectations  of  their  promoters.  The  lamentable 
failure  of  these  laws  has  been  due,  not  to  anv  lack  of  sinceritv  on 
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the  part  of  our  national  legislators,  who  conceived  and  framed 
them  in  g-ood  faith  for  the  sailors'  protection  and  benefit,  but 
rather  to  their  lack  of  practical  knowledge  of  the  actual  condition 
and  needs  of  seamen  and  to  the  malign  influence  and  misrepresen- 
tation of  unscrupulous  shipowners  and  designing  "crimps." 

Having  secured  defects  in  the  enactment  of  these  laws,  under 
the  guise  of  sailors'  friends,  the  "crimps"  set  to  work  at  once  to 
conduct  their  nefarious  business  through  the  loop-holes.  This 
they  were  enabled  to  do  v*^ith  the  utmost  impunity  and  utter 
disregard  for  the  sailors'  rights  by  enlisting  the  powerful  assist- 
ance of  avaricious  shipowners,  who,  for  business  reasons,  would 
not  scruple  to  regard  the  sailor's  labor  as  a  mere  marketable 
commodity  and  his  person  as  cliattel  property. 

The  duties  of  the  United  States  Shipping  Commissioners  under 
the  law  are  merely  perfunctory,  and  their  jurisdiction  is  restricted 
entirely  to  ships  and  seamen  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade  proper. 
Inasmuch  as  90  per  cent,  of  our  American  tonnage  is  employed 
in  the  coastwise  and  domestic  trades  it  will  be  seen  that  the  benef- 
icent and  protective  features  of  the  law  apply  to  only  10  per  cent, 
of  our  merchant  seamen.  Moreover,  the  Shipping  Commissioners 
have  been  usually  selected  with  more  regard  to  business  or  poli- 
tical interests  than  to  the  welfare  of  seamen.  That  no  special  fit- 
ness, practical  knowledge  or  educational  acquirements  have  been 
exacted  of  candidates  for  the  office  of  United  States  Shipping 
Commissioner  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  heretofore  many  of  these 
ofificials  have  been  appointed  directly  from  the  ranks  of  the 
crimps,  while  others  have  been  ordinary  tradesmen  and  poli- 
ticians. 

The  logical  and  obvious  result  of  such  a  policy  has  been  to  ren- 
der the  Commissioner's  ofiice,  in  many  cases,  a  palpably  useless 
and  inefficient  innovation  on  the  old  shipping  system.  For  where 
ignorance  and  indifference  are  permitted  in  place  of  knowledge 
and  interest  there  can  be  no  ef^ficiency. 

Another  serious  drawback  to  the  efificiency  of  the  Shipping 
Commissioner's  office  consists  in  the  fee  system  of  compensation, 
provided  by  law,  which  Under  present  conditions  renders  our 
Commissioners  largely  dependent  on  the  good  will  of  ship-owners 
for  their  incomes  and  office  expenses. 

I  have  already  stated  that  in  the  present  division  of  our  com- 
merce, the  law  places  but  10  per  cent,  of  our  shipping  in  the  hands 
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of  the  Shipping-  Commissioner.  With  the  other  90  per  cent,  the 
option  hes  with  the  owners,  which  makes  it  advantageous  to  the 
Shippino^  Conmiissioncr  to  bow  to  their  wishes  whenever  possible 
in  order  to  retain  their  patronage  for  his  office. 

For  a  Shipping  Commissioner  to  attempt  to  enforce  strict  com- 
pHance  with  the  Navigation  laws  in  all  cases,  would  be  to  incur  for 
liimself  the  lasting  displeasure  of  ship  owners  and  the  consequent 
loss  of  most  of  his  ofihcial  business.  The  functions  of  the  Com- 
missioner would  then  be  transferred  almost  entirely  to  the  crimps, 
and  the  great  majority  of  seamen  would  be  compelled  to  sign  ar- 
ticles on  the  liead  of  a  whiske\-  cask  and  receive  their  w^ages  in  a 
■gin  mill. 

From  the  foregoing  statements  it  must  be  apparent  that  at 
present  laws  enacted  for  the  protection  of  seamen  are  more  hon- 
ored in  the  ])reach  than  in  the  observance ;  and  that  a  general  re- 
vision of  the  national  shipping  laws  is  necessary  to  efifect  an  im-» 
provement.  Such  a  revision  is  not  within  the  province  of  the 
State  Legislature  ;  but  there  is  nuich  the  State  can  properly  do  to 
enforce  respect  for  the  national  shipping  laws,  abate  the  crimping 
•evil,  prevent  fraud  and  insure  legal  protection  for  seamen  some- 
what adequate  to  their  needs. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  merchant  marine  is  the  natural  re- 
cruiting source  of  the  navy,  the  sailor  has  always  in  maritime 
countries  been  regarded  as  a  ward  of  the  nation,  for  whose  parti- 
cular needs  special  legislation  has  been  found  necessary. 

Those  governments  possessing  the  strongest  navies  to-day  have 
invariably  done  the  most  for  the  protection  of  their  merchant  sea- 
men and  the  encouragement  of  commerce  afloat.  Indeed,  it  may 
be  laid  down  as  an  axiom  that  the  naval  and  maritime  standing  of 
any  nation  is  in  exact  ratio  to  the  amount  of  protection  accorded 
their  merchant  seamen.  What  nation  to-day  protects  the  rights, 
interests  and  persons  of  its  seamen  so  jealously  as  Great  Britain ; 
and  what  nation  can  approach  her  as  a  naval  and  maritime  powder  ? 

In  pursuance  of  this  policy  of  maritime  paternalism  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  from  time  to  time  enacted  laws  for 
the  better  protection  of  our  merchant  seamen.  These  laws,  alto- 
gether substantially  the  same  as  those  of  other  maritime  nations, 
are  less  effective  because  seldom  enforced.  The  Act  of  Congress, 
approved  December  2t,  1898,  of  which  the  accompanying  circular 
as  a  synopsis,  is  on  the  statute  books,  the  most  beneficient  and 
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salutary  legislation  ever  enacted  in  this  country  for  the  protection  . 
of  seamen.  It  places  our  laws  on  this  important  subject  on  a  par, 
practically,  with  those  of  other  nations  possessing  merchant  mar- 
ines equal  to  or  superior  to  our  own.  Yet  this  law  even  falls  far 
short  in  practical  elTect  of  its  logical  purpose  because  Congress 
has  omitted  to  provide  adequate  means  for  its  enforcement.  In 
proof  of  this,  witness  the  flourishing  condition  of  the  pernicious 
"crimping  system"  and  the  hopeless  and  unfortunate  plight  of  the 
seamen  in  Baltimore  at  present — more  than  one  year  after  the  Act 
became  a  law.  As  I  have  already  stated,  special  laws  to  protect 
seamen  are  of  no  effect  unless  supplemented  by  special  laws  to- 
suppress  crimping,  and — this  is  the  main  desideratum — special 
and  competent  officials  to  enforce  them  both. 

Congress  has  prohibited  advances  of  seamen's  wages  being_ 
paid  in  all  domestic  trades  vmder  severe  penalty,  yet  they  are  paid 
almost  uniformly  in  certain  classes  of  vessels  because  there  is  none 
to  protest  except  the  seaman,  whose  protest  would  be  unavailing 
and,  if  made,  would  compel  him  to  starve  in  the  streets  for  want  of 
employment :  the  law  prohibits  the  exaction  of  shipping  fees  un- 
der penalty,  yet  shipping  fees  are  regularly  extorted  and  collected 
from  seamen  because  the  crimp  is  permitted  to  control  the  ship- 
ping and  thus  enslave  the  unfortunate  seaman  in  search  of  a  berth. 
It  is  unlawful  to  detain  a  seaman's  clothing  or  other  effects,  but  no 
one  comes  to  his  relief  when  his  goods  are  held  by  a  saloon-keeper 
as  security  for  an  alleged  debt  for  board,  etc.,  which  on  investiga- 
tion usually  proves  to  be  a  charge  for  liquors.  It  is  by  such  means 
as  this  that  the  publican,  who  is  usually  the  seaman's  boarding- 
master,  also  becomes  the  "original  creditor"  of  the  outward- 
bound  sailor  and  is  permitted  to  collect  his  first  month's  wages  be- 
fore they  are  earned.  The  law  fails  of  effect  from  laxity  of  en- 
forcement ;  the  sailor  is  a  slave  for  want  of  legal  protection,  and 
the  crimping  system  is  a  success  because  the  law  is  a  failure. 

Some  idea  of  the  extent  to  which  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
have  been  violated  in  Baltimore  through  the  machinations  of 
crimps  may  be  gathered  from  a  few  cases  taken  from  the  record 
of  the  United  States  Court  for  the  District  of  Maryland  during  the 
year  1899.  The  cases  cited  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
authorities  by  the  Agent  of  the  Seamen's  Union  and  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  scores  of  similar  cases  have  been  disposed  o£ 
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through  the  United  States  Commissioner's  office  during  the  same 
period. 

The  Bakimore  branch  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Seamen's  Union 
was  estabhshed  early  injanua  ry,  1899.  During  the  same  month 
the  crew  of  the  schooner  "Warren  Adams"  was  discharged  in 
Baltimore  and  the  sum  of  $10  per  man,  amounting  to  $50  in  all 
was  deducted  from  their  wages  by  the  master  of  the  vessel  who 
claimed  to  have  paid  that  amount  to  a  certain  crimp  at  Brunswick, 
Ga.,  where  the  voyage  originated,  in  order  to  secure  his  men.  The 
seamen  protested  against  the  deductions  for  shipping  fees  basing 
their  contention  on  the  prohibitions  contained  in  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress approved  February  18,  1895,  commonly  known  as  the  'Ma- 
guire  Act.  The  case  was  carried  to  the  United  States  District 
Court.  The  Court  held  that  all  charges  made  for  shipping  fee; 
and  all  deductions  from  seamen's  wages  on  account  of  suc'n 
charges  were  illegal  and  would  not  be  allowed.  In  the  hearing  of 
this  case  it  developed  that  the  Act  of  1895  had  been  ignored  in 
Baltimore  throughout  the  four  years  of  its  existence  until  brought 
to  light  by  the  Seamen's  Union.  As  a  local  paper  expressed  it  in 
reporting  the  case — "the  decision  was  new  in  this  section  of  the 
country." 

Another  case  of  much  significance  was  that  of  the  United 
States  against  Pitipau  in  February,  1899.  In  this  case  the  crimp 
had  resorted  to  what  is  known  as  the  "bonus"  plan  of  evading  the 
law  prohibiting  advances.  Certain  seamen  were  engaged  for  the 
bark  "Doris,"  then  bound  on  a  voyage  from  Baltimore  to  Vera 
Cruz,  Mexico,  and  return.  Since  Mexico  comes  within  the  cate- 
gory of  "exempted"  trades  under  the  law,  no  advance  could  be 
charged  against  the  wages  of  the  crew  at  the  pay  table.  In^  order 
to  overcome  this  little  legal  inhibition,  the  sailors  were  induced  to 
sign  articles  for  five  dolars  per  month  less  than  the  regular  wages, 
the  crimp  arranging  with  the  owners  for  the  payment  of  full 
wages.  This  process  would  have  enabled  the  crimp  to  collect  for 
his  own  benefit,  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  entire  wages  of  the 
whole  crew  for  the  voyage. 

Pitipau  was  arrested  on  a  warrant  issued  by  the  United  States 
Commissioner,  who,  after  hearing  the  facts,  ordered  the  crew 
to  be  re-signed  at  the  regular  rate  of  wages  from  this  port.  While 
Pitipau  escaped  the  legal  punishment  which  his  offence  merited, 
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the  seamen  also   escaped  the  imposition  to  which  they  would 
otherwise  have  been  subjected. 

But  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  case  on  our  calendar  for  last 
year  affecting  the  rights  of  seamen,  and  one  of  the  most  far-reach- 
ing in  its  effects  '^er  decided  in  this  country,  was  that  of  the 
United  States  against  Goodhues,  Garland  &  Co.,  in  the  United 
States  District  Court,  November  23rd,  1899.  This  was  a  criminal 
action  brought  by  three  seamen  from  the  British  steamship 
"Ethelred"  against  the  above  named  firm,  and,  in  its  determina- 
tion by  the  Federal  Court  was  involved  the  right  of  jurisdiction 
assumed  by  the  United  States  Government  over  foreign  ships 
and  seamen  in  American  ports.  By  special  proviso,  the  various 
acts  of  Congress,  limiting,  restricting  and  prohibiting  advances 
to  seamen  or  their  "creditors,"  as  well  as  the  inhibition  against 
shipping  fees  are  made  equally  applicable  to  American  and  for- 
eign vessels,  while  trading  from  ports  in  the  United  States.  When 
we  consider  that  nearly  ninety-two  per  cent,  of  the  American  ex- 
port and  import  trade  is  carried  in  foreign  bottoms,  and  that  nine- 
ty-five per  cent,  of  the  seamen  employed  on  American  ships,  at 
present,  are  foreigners,  the  wisdom  and  necessity  for  such  a  pro- 
viso becomes  apparent.  A  high  rate  of  advance  always  means 
low  wages  for  seamen  and  vice  versa  ;  hence,  the  restrictions  of  the 
United  States  law  proved  irksome  to  foreign  shipowners  who 
would  prefer  to  pay  the  seamen's  wages  to  the  crimps  in  order  to 
procure  their  labor  cheaply.  Moreover,  the  law  was  distasteful 
to  the  crimps  because  to  stop  the  advance  meant  to  deprive  them 
of  their  long  established  proprietorship  in  the  sailor's  person  and 
end  their  occupation. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  foreign 
shipowners  and  masters  were  willing  to  co-operate  with  the 
crimps  in  their  efforts  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  law  relating  to 
advances.  The  plan  finally  adopted  by  mutual  agreement  between 
the  crimps  and  their  foreign  employers,  or  their  local  representa- 
tives, was  to  sign  crews  for  foreign  vessels  from  Baltimore  at  the 
nominal  rate  of  one  shilling  for  the  first  month,  or  for  such  longer 
or  shorter  period  as  the  length  of  the  voyage  might  warrant. 

Up  to  the  time  the  Seamen's  Union  became  a  factor  in  local 
shipping  affairs,  these  reprehensible  practices  were  conducted 
with  impunity  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  foreign  ship- 
owners and  local  "shipping  agents."     Seamen  were  compelled 
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to  work  one  month,  more  or  less,  (as  the  case  might  be),  for  the 
crimps  before  any  part  of  their  wages  would  accrue  to  their  own 
benefit.  After  a  short  voyage  of,  say,  one  month,  or  less,  the 
sailor  had  nothing  coming  to  him,  and  frequently  found  himself 
in  debt  to  the  ship.  He  was  then  thrown  on  the  beach  either  to 
become  again  a  chattel  of  the  crimp  or  a  charge  on  the 
community. 

The  Seamen's  Union  had  long  felt  the  injustice  of  this  abomina- 
ble practice  and  sought  to  break  it  up ;  but  the  cunning  crimps 
always  covered  their  tracks  with  such  consummate  adroitness 
that  valid  evidence  against  them  was  difficult  to  secure. 

Protests  to  foreign  consuls  were  found  to  be  unavailing  since 
the  consuls  refused  to  act  except  under  specific  instructions  from 
their  respective  governments ;  and,  since  the  foreign  governments 
in  question  were  blissfully  ignorant  of  these  abuses  no  such 
instructions  were  forthcoming.  In  this  dilemma  it  was  deter- 
mined, all  other  means  having  been  exhausted,  to  secure  a  test 
case,  so  to  speak,  and  bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the 
Federal  Courts  for  adjudication. 

Late  in  October,  1899,  a  crew  of  sailors  and  firemen  was  en- 
gaged through  the  shipping  firm  of  Goodhues,  Garland  &  Co. 
for  the  British  steamship  "Ethelred,"  then  bound  on  a  voyage 
to  Port  Antonio,  Jamaica,  and  return  to  Baltimore.  Among  that 
crew  were  three  members  of  the  Seamen's  Union  who  ship- 
ped under  instructions  from  the  organization.  At  the  consul's 
office  tlie  crew  was  informed  by  the  crimp  that  they  must  sign 
articles  for  one  shilling  (twenty-four  cents)  for  the  first  twelve 
days  of  the  voyage,  and  that  thereafter  they  would  be  entitled  to 
full  wages.  The  crew  signed  as  ordered  and  on  their  return  to  Bal- 
timore were  proftered  the  munificent  sum  of  $3.17  for  their  ser^ 
vices  for  sixteen  days  and  an  equal  number  of  nights.  The  three 
union  seamen  protested,  refused  to  accept  the  sum  offered  them 
and  appealed  to  the  United  States  District  Court  for  protection. 
The  result  of  this  trial  was  most  satisfactory  in  so  far  as  the  sea- 
men's interests  were  concerned.  Each  member  of  the  shipping 
firm  was  fined  one  hundred  dollars,  the  maximum  penalty,  for 
charging  illegal  shipping  fees ;  and  a  libel  action  against  the  ship 
for  the  wages  actually  due  the  seamen  was  settled  out  of  Court, 
the  agents  making  full  payment. 

The  decision  in  this  case  was  made  the  basis  of  an  extended 
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correspondence  between  the  governments  of  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  on  the  questions  involved.  The  correspondence 
culminated  recently  in  the  issuance,  by  the  British  Foreign  Office, 
of  a  circular,  instructing  all  British  consuls  in  this  country  to  dis- 
countenance the  engagement  of  seamen  for  nominal  wages  and 
to  refuse  to  sanction  such  engagements.  The  consuls  are  further 
instructed  to  observe  strictly  the  letter  of  the  United  States  law  on 
the  subject  of  shipping  seamen  and,  in  case  their  action  is  im- 
pugned, to  invoke  the  aid  of  the  Federal  courts  at  the  expense  of 
the  British  government.  These  instructions  should  be  sufficient, 
it  would  seem,  for  the  ordinary  protection  of  seamen  who  prefer 
to  sail  in  British  ships,  and  we  believe  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time 
when  other  governments  will  be  constrained  to  take  similar  ac- 
tion for  the  protection  of  their  seamen. 

The  sailor  has  been  called  the  advance  agent  of  civilization. 
He  is  the  herald  of  the  world's  progress.  He  is  a  cosmopolitan. 
His  labor  is  a  benefit  and  a  blessing  to  all  countries ;  wherefore, 
he  is  equally  at  home  in  all  countries ;  sails  under  all  flags  and 
claims  the  protection  of  all  nations.  The  sailor  is  not  an  ingrate ; 
he  realizes  his  own  improvidence,  the  natural  result  of  long  spells 
of  abstemiousness  and  privation  at  sea  ;  he  knows  full  well  his  own 
helplessness  in  the  hands  of  the  crimp  ;  he  blesses  the  hand  that 
delivers  him  from  imposition  and  cheers  for  the  country  that 
most  appreciates  his  worth  and  safesguards  his  rights.  If  our 
merchant  marine  is  now  to  be  considered  in  its  proper  light  as  a 
great  commercial  and  civilizing  factor  in  time  of  peace  and  an  in- 
dispensable adjunct  to  our  navy  in  time  of  war, then  it  would  seem 
that  a  patriotic  regard  for  the  future  welfare  of  our  country  would 
impel  our  statesmen  and  people  generally  to  keep  it  up  to  the 
highest  possible  standard,  both  in  regard  to  material  and  per- 
sonnel. Under  the  rule  of  the  crimp,  the  sailor  becomes  demor- 
alized, in  body,  mind  and  character.  He  loses  all  his  native  self- 
respect,  pride  and  ambition.  He  eventually  becomes  a  mere  crea- 
ture instead  of  a  man.  All  his  finer  feeling  becomes  deadened  in 
the  constant  orgies  of  dissipation  and  debauchery  to  which  the 
crimps  subject  him  while  ashore. 

In  case  of  great  national  emergency  must  the  brawn  and  brain 
for  outward  defense  be  selected  from  among  such  degraded  sur- 
roundings? Will  the  constant  spoliation  of  useful  and  devoted 
seamen  by  lawless  and  unscrupulous  blood  suckers  redound  to 
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the  best  interests  of  our  country  ?    Shall  we  attempt  the  novel  feat 
of  trying  to  produce  a  silk  purse  from  a  whale's  fluke  ? 

The  organized  seamen  of  Maryland  have  thus  imperfectly  stat- 
ed their  case.  Since  our  existence  as  a  union  we  have  endeavored 
by  all  means  at  our  command  to  protect  the  men  of  our  craft 
and  will  continue  to  do  so.  Much  remains  to  be  done,  however, 
before  the  sailor  can  claim  the  respect  which  is  his  due.  The 
crimp  and  his  pernicious  occupation  must  be  abolished  before 
the  sailor  can  be  raised  from  degradation  and  released  from  bond- 
age, and  to  facilitate  this  result,  we  devoutly  pray  that  the  State 
Legislature  will  be  pleased  to  enact  appropriate  laws.  An  official 
investigation  of  the  crimping  system  in  the  port  of  Baltimore 
would  reveal  much  of  the  true  inwardness  of  the  evil  and  inspire 
suggestions  for  its  abolishment.  The  licensing  and  supervision 
of  all  sailors'  boarding  houses  by  the  State  would  greatly  im- 
prove the  character  of  those  establishments  and  make  it  possible 
for  seamen  to  live  in  decent  environments  while  ashore.  We  de- 
voutly hope  this  will  be  done. 

A  law  to  abolish  "saloon"  boarding  houses  would  be  of  incal- 
culable benefit  since  it  would  redound  to  the  sailor's  moral  and 
material  improvement  and  at  the  same  time,  tend  to  defeat  some 
of  the  most  reprehensible  and  best  cherished  iniquities  of  the 
crimps.  In  conclusion,  the  Atlantic  Coast  Seamen's  Union  re- 
poses its  confidence  in  the  honor  and  patriotism  of  the  legislature 
of  Maryland.  We  /eel  sure  that  our  plea  for  justice  will  not  be  in 
vain  and  that  ere  long  the  sailor  will  enjoy  proper  potection 
within  this  State. 

And  the  time  will  come  when  this  nation,  as  a  whole,  will  rise 
to  a  realizing  sense  of  its  own  responsibility  and  manifest  duty 
to  the  sailor,  and  provide  proper  laws  for  his  protection  and  ade- 
quate means  for  their  enforcement.  Both  our  merchant  marine 
and  navy  will  then  become  Americanized ;  seamanship  will  be  an 
honorable  calling,  the  old  maritime  prestige  of  our  country  will 
be  restored  and  American  boys  will  go  to  sea. 

Respectfully, 

JAS.  H.  WILLIAMS, 
Baltimore  Agent,  Atlantic  Coast  Seamen's  Union. 
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The  synopsis  of  the  Act  of  Congress,  to  which  reference  is- 
made,  is  as  follows : 

I. — By  the  provisions  of  Section  4516,  R.  S.,  as  amended,  no 
vessel  of  the  United  States  will  be  allowed  to  sail  from  any  port 
shorthanded,  if  seamen  are  obtainable  in  that  port,  under  severe 
penalty. 

2. — Under  the  new  law,  no  seaman  can  be  arrested  or  impris- 
oned either  for  leaving  or  refusing  to  join  any  vessel,  whether 
bound  coastwise  or  foreign,  while  such  vessel  lies  in  a  domestic 
port,  or  at  any  port  in  the  West  Indies,  Mexico  or  the  Dominion 
of  Canada. 

For  desertion  a  seaman  must  forfeit  whatever  wages  he  has 
earned  up  to  that  time,  and  for  absence  without  leave  he  may 
be  fined  one-half  of  one  day's  pay  ;  but  in  neither  case  can  he  be 
punished  criminally. 

3. — By  the  amendment  to   Section   4526.   R.   S.,   destitute   or 
shipwrecked  seamen  must  hereafter  be  provided  with  " sufficient 
subsistence"  and  a  passage  home  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States,  instead  of  having  their  wages  garnisheed  to  a  consular- 
agent  or  paid  to  a  steamship  company  as  formerly. 

4. — Seamen  arriving  from  coasting  voyages  must  be  paid  ini- 
mediately  upon  discharge,  and  from  a  deep-water  voyage  within 
four  days,  and,  in  all  cases,  one-third  of  the  wages  due  must  be 
paid  on  account  at  the  time  of  discharges,  or  otherwise  the  sea- 
men's wages  continue  until  they  are  paid  at  the  rate  signed  for. 

At  every  point  where  a  vessel  shall  load  or  deliver  cargo,  the 
crew  shall  be  entitled  to  one-half  the  wages  due  them,  unless  the 
contrary  be  expressly  stipulated  in  the  articles. 

5. — By  the  amendment  to  Section  4547,  R.  S.,  claims  brought 
by  seamen  against  vessels  touching  wages  will  be  given  preference 
in  the  United  States  courts.  This  will  greatly  facilitate  litigation 
in  such  cases,  as  disputes  over  wages  can  now  be  settled  in  court 
within  a  few  days,  whereas,  under  the  old  method  of  procedure, 
it  required  months  to  reach  them  on  the  regular  calendar. 

6. — The  amendment  to  Section  4556,  R.  S.,  gives  to  the  major- 
ity of  the  crew  of  any  vessel  the  right  to  order  a  survey,  if  before 
leaving  port  they  discover  that  the  vessel  is  unseaworthy,  short- 
handed,  short  of  provisions  or  deficient  in  her  body  tackle  or  rig- 
ging. In  case  the  vessel  is  in  a  foreign  port  a  majority  of  the 
crew  cannot  order  a  survey  without  the  concurrence  of  one  of  the 
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officers.    Ill  a  domestic  port,  however,  such  a  concurrence  is  un- 
necessary. 

For  refusing  to  comply  with  such  a  demand  for  a  survey  made 
by  a  majority  of  the  crew,  the  master  will  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of 
five  hundred  dollars  fine. 

7. — By  the  terms  of  Section  461 1,  R  .S.,  as  amended,  flogging, 
"belaying  pin  soup,"  and  all  other  forms  of  corporal  punishment 
hitherto  inflicted  on  seamen  by  ship's  officers,  are  strictly  prohib- 
ited; no  form  of  corporal  punishment  will  be  deemed  justifiable 
under  the  law,  and  any  master  or  officer  who  beats  or  wounds  a 
seaman  shall  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  three  months  or  more 
than  two  years  without  fine.  In  case  any  officer  of  a  ship 
has  committed  an  assault  upon  a  sailor  during  a  voyage,  the  law 
holds  the  captain  responsible  for  his  surrender  to  the  proper  au- 
thorities upon  arriving  in  port,  and  if  the  oft'ender  is  permitted  to 
escape  before  his  arrest  can  be  effected,  then  the  captain  becomes 
liable  in  monetary  damages  to  the  injured  seaman. 

8. — By  the  amendment  to  Section  23  of  Section  4612  of  the 
United  States  Revised  Statutes,  an  entirely  new  and  compara- 
tively sumptuous  scale  of  provisions  is  provided  for  seamen  in  all 
trades.  This  scale  is  made  a  matter  of  Statute  and  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  reduced  by  any  contract.  The  seamen  shall  have  the  op- 
tion of  accepting  such  fare  as  the  master  may  provide  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  scale,  but  their  right  to  demand  the  statutory  scale  of 
provisions  cannot  be  waived. 

The  scale  of  provisions  must  be  inserted  in  every  article  of 
agreement,  and  shall  not  be  reduced  by  any  contract,  and  shall 
be  posted  conspicuously  in  the  galley  and  forecastle  of  each  ves- 
sel. When  the  vessel  is  in  port  the  crew  must  be  supplied  with 
fresh  vegetables,  fresh  fruit  and  fresh  meat  from  ashore,  provided 
such  articles  of  food  are  obtainable. 

In  case  the  provisions  of  any  seaman  are  reduced  in  quantity 
not  exceeding  one-third,  he  may  demand  and  recover  as  wages  a 
sum  equal  to  fifty  cents  per  day  as  compensation  during  the 
period  of  reduction. 

In  case  the  amount  of  reduction  in  food  exceeds  one-third  of 
the  allowance,  then  the  seaman  may  claim  a  simi  not  exceeding 
one  dollar  per  day  as  long  as  such  reduction  continues.  In  case 
the  quality  of  the  food  is  bad  the  penalty  is  the  same,  one  dollar 
per  day. 
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A  seaman's  allowance  of  food  may  be  reduced  to  a  reasonable 
extent  as  a  means  of  punishment,  provided  his  conduct  merits 
such  punishment,  without  incurring  the  above  penalties  on  the 
vessel. 

9. — All  forms  of  advance  or  allotment  of  seamen's  wages  are 
absolutely  prohibited  in  the  coastwise  trade,  the  trade  to  the  West 
Indies,  Mexico  or  British  America. 

In  the  deep-water  trades  a  limited  allotment  not  exceeding  one 
month's  wages  is  permitted ;  and  in  all  other  trades  the  allotment 
is  reduced  to  fifteen  and  twenty  days'  pay. 

Any  person  paying  allotments,  except  as  above,  shall  be  liable 
to  pimishment,  and,  upon  conviction,  shall  be  fined  a  sum  not 
less  than  four  times  the  amount  of  the  advance  paid.  All  sums 
paid  and  deducted  from  the  wages  of  seamen  contrary  to  law, 
must  be  paid  to  the  seamen  at  the  end  of  the  voyage,  notwith- 
standing any  claims  presented  by  interested  parties  for  board, 
whJskey  or  shipping  fees. 

Any  person  convicted  of  demanding  or  receiving,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  from  any  seaman  any  remuneration  for  fur- 
nishing him  with  employment  shall  for  every  such  offence  be 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars  fine. 

The  letter  from  the  British  Foreign  Office  to  British  consuls, 
refered  to,  is  as  follows : 

FOREIGN  OFFICE,  February  12,  1900. 

SIR: — I  am  directed  by  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  21st  December,  1898, 
whjch  contains  provisions  prohibiting  the  payment  of  advance 
wages  to  seamen,  the  main  object  of  the  latter  being  to  protect 
the  seamen  from  the  extortions  of  boarding  house  keepers  and 
shipping  masters  (crimps).  These  provisions  were  communicated 
by  the  United  States  Government  to  their  Collectors  of  Customs 
and  Shipping  Commissioners  in  a  circular  letter  dated  the  8th 
February,  1899,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  you  by  Her  Majesty's 
Embassy  at  Washington  in  March. 

It  has  been  found  that  this  regulation  is  evaded  on  British  ves- 
sels bv  making  the  seamen  sign  an  agreement  to  serve  for  a  cer- 
tain term  at  the  beginning  of  the  voyage  for  the  nominal  sum  of 
IS.,  and  thereafter  at  the  regular  monthly  rate.  This  practice  has, 
however,  recently  been  declared  to  be  contrary  to  the  law  of  the 
United  States  of  America  bv  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
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States  for  the  District  of  ^Maryland  in  the  case  of  the  British 
steamship  "Ethelred." 

Unless  and  until  this  judgment  is  reversed  on  review  by  a  su- 
perior court,  you  will  be  justified,  if  satisfied,  either  upon  evidence 
before  you  or  as  a  result  of  inquiry  made,  that  the  agreement  does 
not  truly  represent  the  real  transaction  in  not  sanctioning  the  en- 
g'agement,  more  especially  if  you  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  real  transaction  is  an  evasion  of  the  salutary  provisions  of 
the  United  States  Act.  In  such  a  case  you  are  authorized  to  re- 
fuse to  sanction  such  an  arrangement. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  that  cases  occasionally  occur  of  "bona 
fide"  special  arrangement  being  made  for  various  reasons,  ac- 
cording to  which  men  work  their  passage  home  at  a  nominal 
wage.  Care  should,  therefore,  be  taken  to  distinguish  evasions 
of  the  law  from  such  bona  fide  engagements. 

In  conclusion  I  am  to  state  that  such  legal  expenses  as  you  may 
incur  in  defending  your  action,  should  it  be  impugned,  will  be  de- 
frayed by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

F.  H.  VILLIERS. 


SWEAT  SHOPS 


During  the  year,  Dr.  C.  Hanipson  Jones,  Health  Commissioner 
of  Baltimore  city,  made  a  sustained  effort  to  enforce  the  "sweat- 
shop"' law,  and  to  this  end,  his  subordinates  made  a  house-to- 
house  canvass  of  the  district  in  East  Baltimore  where  the  greater 
number  of  "sweat-shops*'  are  located.  Dr.  Jones  says  that  the 
prosecutions  were  very  few,  owing,  in  part,  to  the  obscurity  of  the 
laws  relating  to  the  power  of  the  Health  Commissioner  to  enforce 
sanitary  regulations.  He  holds  that  one  notice  to  alleged  "sweat- 
shop" proprietors  is  sufficient,  an  opinion  which  has  not  been 
shared  by  magistrates  at  the  police  stations,  who,  for  the  nrost 
part,  appear  to  think  a  notice  imperative  upon  each  occasion  when 
the  health  authorities  believe  themselves  justified  in  invoking  the 
law  to  abate  "sweat-shop"  nuisances.  The  word  "habitually"  in 
the  law  relating  to  "sweat-shops"  also  gave  some  trouble  to  the 
health  department,  and  Dr.  Jones  secured  an  opinion  from  City 
Attorney  Greenbaum  as  to  when  such  an  establishment  could  be 
considered  "habitually"  unclean  and  unsanitary.  Mr.  Greenbaum 
held  that,  should  notice  be  given  proprietors  to  clean  their  places, 
and  not  to  overcrowd  their  employees,  and  such  notice  should  be 
disregarded,  as  manifested  upon  a  subsequent  visit  of  the  sani- 
tary inspectors,  the  courts  would  doubtless  rule  that  such  shop 
was  "habitually"  unsanitary. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  frequently  in  Baltimore,  that  tubercu- 
losis was  common  among  sweat-shop  workers,  the  disease  being 
due,  in  the  great  majority  of  instances,  to  the  bad  atmosphere, 
unclean  surroundings,  and  insanitary  habits  of  the  employees  of 
the  shops,  both  when  at  labor  and  in  their  homes.  In  most  cases, 
the  "sweat-shop"  and  the  home  arc  in  one  and  the  same  building. 
Therefore,  Dr.  Jones  instructed  his  inspectors  to  make  a  note  of 
all  persons  found  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  In  one  case  inspec- 
tors discovered  two  children  ill  with  diphtheria  in  a  room  next  to 
that  occupied  by  the  workers.  The  latter  was  small  and  unventi- 
lated,  and  the  atmosphere  vitiated  with  unhealthy  exhalations 
from  the  bodies  of  the  workers,  who  were  employed  in  making  iip 
cloaks  of  costly  design  and  fabric.  Dr.  Jones,  in  proceeding 
against  the  "sweat-shops"  which  he  claimed   were  violating  the 
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law,  believed  that  a  decision  of  Judge  Sharp,  in  one  of  the  city 
courts,  would  apply.  This  decision  was  rendered  in  a  case  com- 
ing- up  under  the  cow  stable  ordinance,  and  in  it,  the  Judge  held 
that  after  the  owners  of  such  stables  had  been  notified  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  law  against  nuisances  therein,  and  persisted  in  vio- 
lating the  law.  they  could  be  arrested  without  the  formality  of 
notice  to  abate  the  existing  nuisance.  Under  this  law,  Dr.  Jones 
sent  circulars  to  all  the  owners  of  stables,  calling  their  attention 
to  the  law  and  warrants  were  afterward  served  without  additional 
notice.  The  Health  Department,  however,  was  unable  to  make 
use  of  this  decision  in  its  sweat-shop  crusades. 

This  opinion  of  Dr.  Jones  is  doubtless  shared  by  medical  men 
and  the  public  at  large:  "The  men  who  run  the  shops  are  just  as 
responsible  for  the  disease  which  is  spread  by  the  shops  as  though 
they  killed  a  man  outright.  What  is  the  use  of  our  having  laws 
if  they  can't  be  made  operative?  Serving  notices  has  no  effect. 
The  only  thing  to  do  is  to  let  the  men  know  that  the  law  exists 
and  then  arrest  them  and  let  them  svififer  the  penalty  if  they  keep 
on  violating  it." 

Dr.  John  C.  Eichner,  of  the  city  Health  Department,  who  made 
a  special  investigation  of  "sweat-shop"  conditions  last  summer, 
says  in  a  report  to  the  Department : 

"By  request  I  beg  to  sul^mit  some  facts  about  the  character  of 
garments  generally  manufactured  in  the  "sweat-shops"  in  Balti- 
more city.  About  three-fourths  of  the  places  visited  by  me  last 
summer  were  making  up  men's  and  boys'  fine  suits.  Some  would 
make  a  specialty  of  pants,  others  coats  and  vests,  while  another 
class  would  make  overcoats  entirely. 

"In  quite  a  number  of  places  I  visited,  suits  were  being  made 
for  letter-carriers,  policemen,  motormen  and  conductors  of  street 
cars.  While  I  am  not  able  to  state  positively  that  all  of  these 
uniforms  were  made  for  Baltimore  firms,  yet,  I  remember  dis- 
tinctly, and  made  a  note  of  it,  asking  on  several  occasions  who 
they  were  being  made  for,  and  found  they  were  for  Baltimore 
houses. 

"The  cheapest  clothing  is  made  up  under  the  most  unfavorable 
circumstances,  for  the  price  paid  is  so  small  that  it  is  only  a  cer- 
tain class  of  people  who  are  able  to  compete  for  the  w^ork.  I  was 
told  by  a  man  who  had  eighteen  men  and  two  small  girls  working 
for  him  (the  small  girls  generally  pull  out  the  basting  threads) 
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that  the  price  paid  him  to  make  a  good  dress  coat  was  thirty-five 
cents. 

"Now,  as  to  some  other  goods.  Quite  a  number  of  places  in 
very  crowded  and  unsanitary  surroundings  were  making  only 
underwear  for  men  and  women.  These  shops,  however,  were  not 
very  numerous,  because  a  great  deal  of  this  work — or,  in  fact, 
iiearly  one-half  of  it — is  done  at  the  homes  of  some  poor  people, 
who  receive  a  compensation  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  cents  per 
dozen.  The  greatest  amount  of  finer  underwear  for  male  and  fe- 
male is  made  directly  by  the  manufacturer  on  his  premises. 

"I  only  remember  one  place  where  ladies'  tailor  suits  were  made 
a  specialty.  Just  now,  of  course,  this  is  something  new  in  this 
city, 

"The  greatest  danger  from  'sweat-shops'  is  the  fact  that  they 
are  nearly  all  located  in  houses  containing  from  five  to  eight  fami- 
lies, some  of  them  more,  each  family  having  a  number  of  children 
and  if  the  women  are  not  working  in  the  shop  proper  they  carry 
the  goods  they  work  upon  into  their  own  rooms,  where  there  is 
great  danger  of  almost  any  infectious  disease.  While  the  proprie- 
tor might  be  entirely  ignorant  of  any  danger,  yoM  will  remember 
we  had  a  case  of  nearly  this  character  last  year,  and  the  measures 
that  were  used  to  prevent  further  trouble.  In  my  judgment  the 
"sweat-shop"  laws  could  be  very  much  improved,  and  should  be 
done  promptly.  I  will  add  there  are  several  cases  pending  in 
court  against  some  of  the  proprietors." 

The  "sweat-shop"  law  is  Chapter  302  of  the  Acts  of  1894,  and 
it  provides  that  "if  any  individual  or  body  corporate  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  or  sale  of  clothing  or  of  any  other  article  whereby 
disease  may  be  transmitted,  shall  knowingly,  by  purchase,  con- 
tract or  otherwise,  directly  or  indirectly,  cause  or  permit  any  gar- 
ments or  such  other  articles,  as  aforesaid,  to  be  manufactured  or 
made  up,  in  whole  or  in  part,  or  any  work  to  be  done  thereupon, 
within  this  State  and  in  place  or  under  circumstances  involving 
danger  to  the  public  health,  the  said  individual  or  corporation, 
upon  conviction  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall  be 
fined  not  less  than  ten  dollars  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollar? 
for  each  garment  or  other  article  so  as  lastly  aforesaid  manufac- 
tured, made  up  or  worked  upon." 

The  law  further  subjects  any  individual  or  officer  of  any  corpo- 
ration guilty  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  section,  "with  the 
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knowledge  that  tlie  offence  will  or  may  be  dealt  with  as  afore 
said,  to  imprisonment  for  from  sixty  days  to  one  year,"  and  1= ' 
"may  be  further  fined  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  in  the 
discretion  of  the  court. 

"A  place  involving  danger  to  the  public  health"  is  thus  de- 
fined: "Any  room  or  apartment  which  shall  not  contain  at  lea.t 
400  cubic  feet  of  clear  space  for  each  person  habitually  laboring 
in  or  occupying  the  same,  or  wherein  the  thermometer  shall  ha- 
bitually stand,  during  the  hours  of  labor,  at  or  above  80  degree? 
Fahrenheit,  before  the  first  day  of  May  or  after  the  first  day  of 
October  of  any  year,  or  wherein  any  person  suffering  from  a  con- 
tagious, infectious  or  otherwise  dangerous  disease  or  malady, 
shall  sleep,  labor  or  remain,  or  wherein,  if  of  less  superficial  area 
than  five  hundred  square  feet,  any  artificial  light  shall  be  habitu- 
ally used  between  the  hours  of  8  A.  M.  and  4  P.  M.,  or  from  which 
the  debris  of  manufacture  and  all  other  dirt  or  rubbish  shall  not  be 
removed  at  least  once  in  every  twenty-four  hours,  or  which  shall 
be  pronounced  ill-ventilated  or  otherwise  unhealthy  by  any  officer 
or  board  having  legal  authority  so  to  do." 

The  concluding  section  of  the  law  provides  that  one-half  of  anv 
fine  imposed  upon  violators  shall  go  to  any  "association  or  so- 
ciety" incorporated  or  unincorporated,  which  furnishes  evidence 
sufficient  to  secure  the  conviction  of  persons  criminally  presented 
under  the  act.    The  law  has  been  in  effect  since  April  6th,  1894. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


POLICE  LABOR  LAW. 

At  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  in  1898,  an  Act  was- 
passed  (Chapter  474,  printed  in  the  report  of  this  Bureau  for  that 
year),  prohibiting  the  employment  of  members  of  the  police  force- 
of  Baltimore  city  in  "any  mechanical  work  or  labor  other  than 
the  work  or  labor  required  of"  policemen  under  Article  4,  Public 
General  Laws.  It  ad  been  customary  for  many  years  for  police- 
men to  act  as  carpenters,  painters,  and  in  other  mechanical  capac- 
ities whenever  required  to  do  so  by  their  superiors,  in  work 
around  the  station  houses  and  elsewhere,  many  expert  mechanics- 
of  various  trades  being  found  on  the  force.  The  Act  of  1898  was 
passed  under  the  conviction  that  a  policemen  should  perform  no 
labor  outside  of  police  duty  for  the  city.  It  becoming  known  to 
this  Bureau  that  the  Act  was  not  being  strictly  observed  by  the 
police  department,  the  attention  of  Governor  Lowndes  was  called 
to  that  fact  by  Attorney-General  George  R.  Gaither,  and  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau.  The  Governor  promptly  wrote  the  Board 
of  Police  Commissioners,  in  relation  to  the  complaint,  and  the 
Board  as  promptly  issued  an  order  that  in  future  the  law  should 
be  rigidly  observed,  and  that  all  mechanical  work  in  the  depart- 
ment should  be  performed  by  persons  outside  of  it. 

EIGHT  HOUR  LAW. 

On  April  20th,  a  delegation  from  the  Electrical  "Workers' 
Union  waited  upon  Mayor  Malster  and  complained  that  the  con- 
tractors for  the  electrical  work  on  the  Mount  Royal  pumping  sta- 
tion had  sublet  the  work  of  wiring  the  building  to  a  firm  which  re- 
quired its  employees  to  work  ten  hours  a  day,  instead  of  eight,  .is 
provider  by  law  for  all  State  work.  A  month  later  the  president 
of  the  company  having  the  contract  was  arrested,  at  the  instance 
of  the  Federation  of  Labor,  and  was  fined  $25  and  costs  by  Jus- 
tice Grannan,  at  the  Central  Police  Station.  The  defendant 
claimed  that  the  men  had  worked  overtime  voluntarily  and  that 
they  were  paid  by  the  hour. 
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TRADES-UNIONS  IN  BALTIMORE. 

The  following  lists  of  trades-unions  in  Baltimore,  all  of  which 
are  affiliated  with  the  Federation  of  Labor,  was  furnished  by  Sec- 
retary H.  L.  Eichelberger,  of  the  Federation : 

American  Federation  of  Musicians,  No.  40. 
'Asphalt  Block  Layers,  No.  7214. 

Atlantic  Coast  Seamen. 

Brewery  Workers,  No.  8. 

Bricklayers,  No.  i. 

Bakers  and  Confectioners,  No.  12. 

Book  Binders,  No.  2. 

Boiler  Makers  and  Iron  Ship  Builders. 

Bottlers  Union,  No.  161. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Cutters,  No.  23. 

Beer  Drivers. 

Box  Makers,  No.  70. 

Bridge  and  Iron  Constructors. 

Carpenters  and  Joiners,  No.  29. 

Cigar  Makers  International,  No.  l. 

Coopers  International,  No.  32. 

Carpenters  and  Joiners,  No.  44. 

Can  Makers. 

Candy  Makers. 

Electrical  Workers. 

Electrotypers,  No.  26. 

Engineers  and  Firemen. 

German  Central  Labor  Union. 

Granite  Cutters. 

Garment  Workers,  No.  7. 

Garment  Workers,  No.  39. 

Horseshoers,  No.  2. 

Iron  Moulders. 

Journeymen  Tailors. 

Lathers,  No.  7342. 

Machinists,  No.  186. 

Painters  and  Decorators,  No.  I. 

Pressmen. 

Plumbers  Supply  Makers. 

Pants  Makers,  No.  37. 
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Photo  Engravers,  No.  2. 

Press  Feeders  and  Helpers. 

Plasterers. 

Pattern  Makers. 

Railway  Trackmen. 

Rammers,  No.  7158. 

Rammers,  No.  2. 

Stereotypers,  No.  10. 

Steam  Fitters. 

Stove  Moulders. 

Stone  Pavers,  No.  7314. 

Stove  Mounters. 

Shirt  Cutters. 

Typographical  Union,  No.  12. 

Typographical  Union,  No.  11. 

Theatrical  Stage  Employees. 

Vest  Makers. 

Wood  Workers,  No.  6. 

Wood  Carvers. 

Wire  Workers,  No.  7215. 

The  unions  organized  during  the  year  were : 

Beer  Drivers, 

Box  Makers,  No.  70. 

Bridge  and  Iron  Constructors. 

Candy  Malcers. 

Engineers  and  Firemen. 

Garment  Workers,  No.  39. 

Journeymen  Tailors. 

Lathers,  No.  7342. 

Plumbers  Supply  Makers. 

Plasterers. 

Pattern  Makers. 

Railway  Trackmen. 

Steam  Fitters. 

Stove  Mounters. 

Stove  Moulders.  : 

Shirt  Cutters.  v  -,    ' 

Wire  Workers,  No.  7215. 
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The  Organization  Committee  of  the  Federation  had  its  time 
much  occupied  during  the  year  in  looking  after  new  unions  and 
strengthening  old  ones.j  The  Grievance  Conmiittee  was  com- 
posed of  Joseph  Flynn,  chairman  ;  H.  L.  Eichelberger,  George  W. 
Griesman,  George  A.  Simpson,  George  Danieh,  John  Minor,  M* 
R.  M.  Murphy,  A.  W.  Lockwood.  The  committee  had  charge  oi 
strike  matters,  and  made  numerous  reports  to  the  Federation. 

WOOD  WORKERS'  ORGANIZATION. 

General  Secretary  Thomas  I.  Kidd,  of  the  Amalgamated 
Woodworkers'  Union,  visited  Baltimore  in  July,  soon  after  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Box-Makers'  Union,  and  at  a  largely  attended 
meeting  at  Manhattan  Hall,  addressed  the  wood-workers  and 
bx-makers,  of  whom  there  are  about  600  in  the  city,  on  the 
methods  of  improving  their  condition.  He  said  that,  at  that  time^ 
the  Amalgamated  Union  had  about  3300  members  in  good  stand- 
ing, and  that  in  nearly  a  hundred  shops  only  men  carrying  a  union 
card  could  be  admitted  to  work.  The  union  had  established  itself 
in  twenty  cities,  and  through  its  efforts  the  earning  capacity  of 
the  members  had  been  increased  $675,000  a  year,  and  the  working 
time  per  year  reduced  three  hundred  hours  per  man.  Speaking 
of  trusts,  Mr.  Kidd  said : 

"There  has  been  an  attempt  to  divert  us  from  our  real  mission 
by  urging  an  attack  upon  the  trusts.  As  long  as  there  is  compe- 
tition in  business  there  will  be  trusts.  With  cut  prices  staring 
them  in  the  face,  manufacturers  are  bonnd  to  combine.  If  labor 
can  combine  for  self-protection,  why  capital  is  going  to  do  the 
same.  The  true  interests  of  the  laboring  men  is  in  forming  a  la- 
bor trust  through  perfect  union  organizations.  Then  we  can 
make  the  other  trusts  grant  us  what  is  reasonable  and  right." 

General  Organizer,  J.  H.  Sullivan,  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  who  has  since  been  elected  president  of  the  Baltimore 
Federation,  also  addressed  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Kidd  said  that  in  Chicago,  an  agreement  had  been  secured 
with  the  employer's  through  the  perfecting  of  the  organization,  by 
which  a  nine-hour  work  day  was  given,  with  a  proviso  that  this 
was  to  be  reduced  later  to  eight  hours,  and  Chicago  would  be  the 
first  city  in  which  an  eight-hour  work  day  had  been  gained  by  the 
Wood-workers  and  Box-makers.     Pay  days  were  to  be  twice  a 


BUREAU    INDUSTRIAL   STATISTICS.  47 

month,  and  the  number  of  apprentices  to  be  Hmited  to  one  for 
each  ten  men.  Engineers  in  the  factories  were  required  to  be 
unionists,  and  shipping  clerks  must  also  belong  to  a  union,  in 
order  that  the  stamping  of  scab  work  could  be  prevented.  The 
agreement  provided  that  sympathetic  strikes  declared  for  the  up- 
holding of  union  principles  were  not  to  be  construed  as  a  viola- 
tion of  the  compact  entered  into  by  the  employers  and  employees. 
The  union  label  was  required  to  be  placed  on  all  work  turned  out. 
Manufacturers  of  union-made  goods  in  Chicago  were  generally 
given  the  preference  by  architects,  dealers,  contractors  and  the 
building  trades  because  of  steps  taken  to  acquaint  them  with  the 
better  workmanship  in  the  union  shops.  Another  article  of  the 
agreement  was  that  no  mill  work  should  go  out  of  a  factory  to  a 
building  on  which  there  was  a  strike  of  union  carpenters  or  paint- 
ers, and  where  scab  labor  had  been  employed  instead  of  the 
strickers. 

DAMAGE  SUIT  AGAINST  UNIONISTS. 

A  non-union  horseshoer,  who  alleges  that  he  lost  his  place 
through  representations  made  to  his  employer  by  members  of  the 
Federation  of  Labor  and  Journeymen  Horseshoers'  Beneficial 
Society  and  Union,  No.  2,  has  a  suit  pending  in  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  Baltimore  city  for  $10,000  damages  against 
these  .members  of  the  two  organizations :  George  G.  Nachman, 
Charles  A.  Cullen,  Joseph  Flynn,  William  Biggins,  H.  L.  Eichel- 
berger,  M.  R.  M.  IMurphy,  George  W.  Griesman,  Edward  H. 
Fink.  John  Reid,  of  the  Federation ;  Charles  A.  Cullen,  Joseph 
D.  Whittaker,  William  Chapman,  Benjamin  F.  Feelemyer,  Jos- 
eph C.  McGregor,  John  Engrofif,  James  Keyton,  William  N.  Far- 
ley, Michael  A.  Brennan  and  Joseph  Flynn,  of  the  Horseshoers* 
Union. 
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KEFORT  OF  THE 


SUMMARY  OF  CORPORATIONS. 


No. 


Acadennies 2 

Advertising-  CoiniKinies 3 

Aie  Compan/ies 2 

Art   Compamies 3 

Badge  and  Novelty  Companies 3 

Banks   16 

Banking-  and  Bnilding-  Companies 3 

Bakery  Companies 3 

Base  Ball  Associa)tioii!S 2 

Basket  Companies 2 

Belting-  Comi>anies 2 

Beneficial   Associations 9 

Bicycle  Companies 2 

Biscuit  Companies 2 

Blind    Companies 2 

Bond  Companies 2 

Book  and  Novelty  Companies 2 

Bottling-  Companies 2 

Bottle  Seal  Companies 3 

Box  Companies 9 

Braiss    Companies    2 

Brewing-   Companies 18 

Brick  Companies 12 

Brick  and  Cement  Companies 2 

Building-  Associations  and  Companies 734 

Building-  and  Banking-  Companies 2 

Building-,  Land  and  Saving's  Companies 2 

Building-,  Loan  and  Inves'tment  Asrsociations. . .  3 

Building-  and  Loan  Associations 126 

Buiilding-  Material  Companies 3 

Building-  and  Savings  Associations 118 

Building-  Union  Companies ' 2 

ButcTiers'  Union  Companies 2 

Button  Compaiiiies 2 

Oaib  Companies 3 

Can   Companies 11 

Candy    Companies 2 

C<ar  Bnake  Companies 3 

Car  Companies 6 

Carriage  and  Toy  Companies 4 

Car  Wheel  Companies 2 

Cedar  Works 2 

Chemical  Companies 22 

Older  and  Vinegar  Companies 2 

Cigar  Companies 6 

Cigarette  Companies 2 

Clay   Companies 2 

Oloithing  Companies 5 

Coal   Companies 32 

Goal  and  Iron  Companies 4 

Coal  and  Wood  Companies 3 

Coat  Pad.  iCompanies 3 

Coffe«  Ctomixinaes 2 

<,'olleges   2 


Capital 

Stock. 

$500,000  00 

15,000 

00 

175.000 

00 

80,000 

00 

37,400 

00 

7,457,600 

00 

1,150,000 

00 

30,000 

00 

31,000 

00 

30.000 

00 

100,000 

00 

43,000 

on 

26.000 

00 

150,000 

00 

150,000 

00 

20,000 

00 

26,600 

00 

7,000 

00 

325,000 

00 

178,500 

00 

30,000 

00 

9,500,000 

00 

755,000 

00 

150,000 

00 

202,533,000 

00 

800,000 

00 

550,000 

00 

20,100,000 

00 

97,412,500 

00 

120.000 

00 

35,033.000 

00 

300,000 

00 

300,000 

00 

135,000 

00 

250,000 

00 

931,400 

00 

150.000 

00 

3,800,000 

00 

3,107,500 

00 

287,500 

00 

85,000 

00 

115,000 

00 

1,185,000 

00 

16,000 

00 

79,500 

00 

35,000 

00 

38,750 

00 

40.400 

00 

12.701,000 

00 

4,650,000 

00 

45,000 

00 

81,000 

00 

55,000 

00 

15,000 

00 
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SUMMARY  OF  CORPORATIONS.— (Continued.) 


No. 


Construction  Companies 20 

•Co-operative  Associations 4 

Copper  Companies 3 

Cork   Companies 3 

Chrome  Companies 2 

Cycle   Companies 10 

Dairy  Companies 6 

Deposit  Companies 3 

Depository  Companies 2 

Distilling-   Companies 11 

Dock    Companies ,. .  3 

Drug  and  Chemical  Companies 2 

Drug-    Companies    1<} 

J>yeing:  and  Cleaning  Companies 2 

Electric   Companies 20 

Electric  l^ight  and  Power  Companies 11 

Electric   Railway   Companies 8 

Elevator  Companies 6 

Engine    Companies 3 

Engraving  Companies 6 

Exchange   Comjjanies •i 

Export  Companies , 6 

Express  Companies 3 

Fastener  Companies 2 

Fence  Companies 2 

Fertilizing  Companies 3 

Fertilizer  and  Chemical  Companies 8 

Fibre   Companies 4 

File  Works 2 

F41ter  Companies 2 

Fire  Alarm  Companies 4 

Fire  Arm  Companies 2 

Fire   Escape   Companies 3 

Fire  Extinguisher  Works 2 

Fire  Insurance  Securitj^  and  Land  Comiwinies. .  19 

Fish   Companies 2 

Flint  Mill  Companies 2 

Floor! ng    Companies    2 

FmiLt  Companies 10 

Furnace  and  Steam  Heating  Companies 4 

Furnllture  Companies 7 

'Gas  Burner  Companies 2 

Gas  Companies 6 

•Gas  Fixture  and  Art  Metal  Mn'fg  Companies..  2 

Gas   Tiight  Companies 9 

Cias  Saving   Companies 3 

■Gasoline  Street  Lamp  Companies 2 

•Gate  and  Guard  Companies 2 

'Glass  Manufactories 3 

■GoUt  antl  Copper  Companies 2 

Gold    Mining   Companies 5 

'Gold  and  Silver  Mining  Companies 4 

Crain  and  Stock  Companies 6 

Grate  Companies 2 


Capital 

Stock. 

3,169.200  00 

37.200  00 

3,000.000  00 

1.421.000  00 

2,000,000  00 

264.000  00 

34,500  00 

1.700,000  00 

60,000  00 

3.430,000  00 

765,500  00 

100,500  00 

734,000  00 

60,000  00 

6.871,000  00 

6,750,000  00 

1,680,000  00 

538,250  00 

1,450,000  00 

111,000  00 

1,825,000  00 

280,000  00 

10,020,000  00 

150,000  00 

110,000  00 

180,000  00 

984,000  00 

508,000  00 

100,000  00 

175,000  00 

222,200 

59,000 


50.000 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


85,000 

5.375,000 

255.000  00 

5.100  00 

'  50.000  00 

801,000  00 

296,200  00 

210,000  00 

105,000  00 

5,370.000  00 

360,000  00 

3,486,500  00 

220,000  00 

13,000  00 

1,050,000  00 

65,000  00 

2,500.000  00 

4.750,000  OO 

7,700,000  00 

100,000  00 

53,600  00 
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EEPORT  OF  THE 


SUMMARY  OF  CORPORATIONS.— (Continued.) 


No. 


Grease  Companies. 2 

Grocery  Companies ''' 

Guano   Companies 9 

G  um  Companies ^ 

Guarantee  Companies 2 

Gunpowder  Paper  Companies 4 

Heating  Companies '<' 

Heat  and  Light  Companies 3 

Hide  and  Tallow  Associations 2 

Hominy   Companies 4 

Horse  Shoe  Associations 3 

Hoi-se  Show  Associations 2 

Hotel  Companies ''' 

Ice   Associations 13 

Ice  and  CoaJl  Companies 3 

Illuminating  Fluid  and  iMn'fg  Companies 3 

Immigration  Companies 2 

Importing   Companies 3 

Improvement   Companies 28 

Insuiance  and  Security  Companies 6 

Investment  and  'Security  Associations 12 

Iron   Companies 14 

Iron  and  Steel  Companies 3 

Label    Companies    » 3 

Lamp  Companies 9 

Land  Companies 33 

Land  and  Building  Companies 9 

Land  and   Improvement  Companies 16 

Land  and   Investmenit  Companies 4 

Land  and  Loan  Companies. 16 

Land   Lumber   Coimpanies 3 

Landlords'   Associations 5 

Laundry  Companies 9 

Leather  Companies 2 

Life  and  Accident  Insurance  Companies 2 

Light  Companies 3 

Light,  Heat  and  Power  Compa,nies 2 

Lime  Companies 2 

Live  Stock  Companies 4 

Loan  Associations 10 

Loan  and  Investment  Companies 3 

Loan   and   Savings  Associations 91 

Loan,  Saving  and  Building  Associart-ions 24 

Lock  Companies 3 

Lumber  Companies 12 

Lunch  Companiies 3 

Machine   Companies 25 

Machinery  Companies 2 

Manganese  Companies 5 

Mantel  Companies 3 

iManuf acturing  Companies 143 

Marble  and  Granite  Companies 7 

"Medical  Institutions 10 

Medicine  Companies 3 


Capital 
Stock. 

60,000  00 

188,000  00 

1.970,000  00 

12,000  00 

52,000  00 

165,000  00 

887,500  00 

1,100,000  00 

16,750  00 

192,000  00 

255,000  00 

235,000  00 

1,240,000  00 

2,470,000  00 

150,000  00 

1,600,000  00 

850,000  00 

205,000  00 

4,682,400  00 

1,320,000  00 

559,500  00 

1,195,000  00 

615,000  00 

100,000  00 

1,370,000  00 

6,674,100  00 

2,593,000  00 

3,208,000  00 

158,500  00 

9,184,000  00 

65,000  00 

1,120,000  00 

91,500  00 

21,000  00 

115,000^00 

137,155  00 

100,000  00 

25,000  00 

705,000  Ofl 

961,000  00 

808,000  OO 

55,360,000  00 

12,405,000  00 

175,000  OC 

613,500  OC 

15,500  OC 

3,654,400  OC 

500,000  OC 

1,000,000  OC 

90,000  OC 

19,804,400  OC 

330,000  OC 

742,000  OC 

100,000  00 
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SUMMAKY  OF  COEPORATIOXS.— (Continued.) 


No. 


Mercantile  Companies 2 

Milk  Companies 4 

Milling  Companies 42 

Miscellaneous  Companies 517 

Motor  Companies 5 

Navigation  and  Hotel  Companies 2 

Newspaper  and  Publising  Companies 2 

Novelty  Companies 5 

Oil  Companies 12 

Oil  Refining  Companies 2 

Oj'ster  Companies 4 

Package  Companies 4 

Packing  Companies 9 

Padnit  Companies 3 

Park  Companies 6 

Paving  Block  Companies 5 

Plaining  Mill  and  Manufacturing  Companies.  2 

Plate  and  Construction  Companies 3 

Pleasure   Associations 22 

Polishing  Companies 4 

Potato  Unions 2 

Pottery  Companies 2 

Poultry  and  Pigeon  Companies 2 

Power   Companies 5 

Preserving  Companies 7 

Press  Associations 3 

Prin)ting  and  Publising  Companies IS 

Protection  Associations 3 

Publishing  Companies 46 

Publishing  and  Advertising  Companies 2 

Pump  Works  and  Mn'f g  Companies 2 

Quarrj'   Companies 2 

Railroad  Companies 3 

Real  Estate  Trust  and  Savings  Societies 12 

Realty  Companies 4 

Registry  Companies 3 

Relief  Associations 2 

Renovator  companies 4 

Roofing  Companies 2 

Rubber   Comp>anies 4 

Saving  Institutions 29 

Schools  3 

Security  and  Trading  Companies 4 

Seed  and  Improvement  Companies 2 

Ship  and  Construction  Companies 2 

Shirt  Companies *^ 

Shoe   Manufacturing  Companies 19 

Signal  and  Gate  Companies 3 

Silver   Mining    Companies 7 

Slate  Comi>anies 2 

Soap  Companies 7 

Specialty  Comj>anies 4 

Steamboat  Companies 22 

Steamship   Companies 6 


Capital 

Stock. 

6,000 

00 

46,000 

00 

20,994,500 

00 

55,404,775 

00 

1,602,000 

00 

100,000 

00 

25,000 

00 

76,000 

00 

336,500 

00 

525,000 

00 

1,346,000 

00 

1,178,000 

00 

138,250 

00 

205.000 

00 

1,855.000 

00 

675,000 

00 

11,000 

00 

118,000 

00 

133,700 

00 

2,060,000 

00 

30,000 

00 

155,000 

00 

10,000 

00 

1,302,000 

00 

343.000 

00 

130,000 

00 

586,000 

00 

327,000 

00 

1,951,420 

00 

5,500 

00 

21,000 

00 

40.000 

00 

250,000 

00 

2,608,500 

00 

201.100 

00 

250.000 

00 

175.000 

00 

2,070,000 

00 

108,000 

00 

330.000 

00 

5,163,200 

00 

43,000 

00 

380.000 

00 

30.000 

00 

200.00 

00 

148.000 

00 

997.000 

00 

560.000 

00 

5,250.000 

00 

55.000 

00 

473,000  00 

60.900 

00 

2,376.700 

00 

2,770,000 

00 

166  REP014T     OF    THE 

SUMMARY  OF  CORPORATIONS.— (Continued.) 


No 

Steel   Compames 2 

Stock    Companaes / 17 

Stone  Companiies 5 

{^topper  Ccmpanies 4 

Storage  and  Eeifrigerating  Companies 15 

Stove   Companies 3 

Sugar  Retinerj-  Coimpanies 4 

Suit  and  Novelty  Companies 2 

Supply   Companies l'^ 

Siwit<»h  Companies 2 

Tag"  anid  Specialty  Companies 15 

Telegraph  Companies .30 

Telephone   Companies 17 

Telephone  and  Telegraph  Companies 7 

Terra  Cotta  Rooting  Tile  Companies 2 

Theatre    Companies    5 

Tobacco  Companies 4 

Towel    Companies 2 _ 

To^ving  Companies .■j, 3 

Toy   Companies 3 

Transfer  Companies 3 

Transit  Companies 2 

Transportation  Companies 15 

Trusit  and  Burial  Companies 3 

Trust  and  Manufacturing  Companies 5 

Ventilating  Companies 2 

Warehouse  Companies 5 

Water  Companies 5 

AVell  Companies 2 

Whiskey  Companies 2 

Wire  and  Nail  Companies 3 

Wood   Work   Companies 3 

Wool  Companies 14 


). 

Capital 

Stock. 

750.000  00' 

191,600  OOj 

350.000  00 

215,000  00 

6.275.000  00' 

213.000  00 

3,070,000  00 

30,000  00 

231,200  00 

560,000  00 

47,000  00 

2,980,600  00 

6.937.500  00 

776.000  00 

80.000  00 

483,050  00 

51,000  00 

5.200  00 

88,000  00 

79,000  00 

140.000  00 

1,250.000  00 

16,385,000  00 

550,000  Of) 

2,900,000  00 

80.000  00 

530.500  00 

222.400  00 

33,000  00 

102,500  00 

91,000  00 

131,000  00 

2,980,000  00 

Total  Summary .3,616     $795,189,200  00 


/ 
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STATFBIENT     OF     AP]»ROP.RIATION     AND     EXPENDITURES     OF 

BUREAU  OF  INDUSTRIAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  FISCAL 

YEAR  ENDING  FEBRUARY  28  1900. 


Amoimit  of  appropriation,  March.  1,  1899 $5,000  00 

Salary  of  Chief $2,500  00 

Other  salaries 1,490  00 

Postage    106  95 

Office   rent 350  00 

TraAeling-   expenses 19  70 

Printing-    479  10 

Stationery   supplies 23  05 

Transcription   of  court  records 22  20 

Toilet   supplies 3  00 

Polk  &  Co.,   (directory) 6  00 


Total  $5,000  00         $5,000  00 


H 
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